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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JOSEPH
BALCHUNAS

HON. PETER DEUTSCH
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of Mr. Joseph Balchunas, a fourth-
grade teacher at Fairway Elementary School
in Miramar, Florida. On May 18, 2000, the
Florida Department of Education and the
Burdines Corporation acknowledged his inno-
vative teaching style by naming him Florida
Teacher of the Year. I would like to congratu-
late Joseph on this tremendous honor, and
thank him for serving as a positive role model
for the students of Fairway Elementary.

With over 130,000 public school teachers
statewide, only one person is recognized as
Florida’s Teacher of the Year. To select the
one educator that epitomizes the ability to
teach and communicate with students, the
Florida Department of Education appoints a
selection committee of teachers, principals,
parents, and businessmen. This year the se-
lection committee recognized Joseph for his
innovative teaching philosophy, for his exem-
plary school and community service, and most
importantly for his ability to inspire a love of
learning in students of diverse backgrounds
and abilities.

Joseph has been teaching for only five
years, making him, at age 28, a neophyte in
the long list of educators who have previously
been acknowledged as Teacher of the Year. A
native of New York City, Joseph attended
Nova Southeastern University and began
teaching at Dwight D. Eisenhower Elementary
in Davie before moving to his current position
at Miramar’s Fairway Elementary School.
Throughout his short term of service in
Broward County, Joseph has proven himself
to be a hero in the eyes of his students,
speaking to them on a level they can under-
stand. Indeed, he has found a balance be-
tween teacher, authority figure, and friend—a
balance that makes active learning fun for ev-
eryone involved.

Educators statewide will benefit from this
amazing South Florida teacher as Joseph
serves as an ambassador for the Florida De-
partment of Education throughout the next
year. In this role, Joseph will tour the state
and share his methodology with others. This
award also qualifies him to be considered for
the honor of National Teacher of the Year.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my Florida colleagues
will join me in praising Mr. Joseph Balchunas
for all of the wonderful things he is doing to
help the youth of South Florida. I would like to
congratulate Joseph, along with the students
and parents of his fourth-grade class, on this
amazing accomplishment. Indeed, Fairway El-
ementary School and the Broward County
School Board should be very proud of Joseph
for the good work he is doing. In summary, I
wish Joseph all the best in his future endeav-
ors, and I thank him for his extraordinary work

of positively influencing the youth of South
Florida.
f

TRIBUTE TO RABBI DR. EUGENE
MARKOVITZ

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call to your attention the deeds of a remark-
able person, Rabbi Dr. Eugene Markovitz of
Clifton, New Jersey, who will be recognized on
Sunday, June 11, 2000 because of his 50
years of service as the spiritual leader of the
Clifton Jewish Center. It is only fitting that he
be honored, for he has a long history of car-
ing, generosity and commitment to others.

Rabbi Markovitz was recognized for his
many years of leadership in Clifton, which I
have been honored to represent in Congress
since 1997, and so it is only fitting that these
words are immortalized in the annals of this
greatest of all freely elected bodies.

The 50-year relationship between Rabbi Eu-
gene Markovitz and his congregation has
added much to the rich history of the State of
New Jersey. In addition, it has provided many
years of friendship and leadership to the Clif-
ton and Passaic Jewish communities and the
community at-large.

Born in Romania, Rabbi Markovitz moved to
America when he was 15 years old. His fa-
ther, already living in the United States,
brought him to this country along with his
mother and five siblings. His father was a
rabbi in Lexington, Massachusetts. Later in
1938, the family moved to New York. During
these early years he worked at Wilson’s meat
packers. He spent most of his youth in Coney
Island.

At Yeshiva University in New York, Rabbi
Markovitz received both his bachelors and
doctorate degrees. After he was ordained he
worked as a student rabbi in Dover, New
Hampshire. It was the small steps in the be-
ginning of his career that taught him the fun-
damentals that would make him a role model
to the people that he now serves.

In 1950, the Rabbi moved to Clifton with his
wife Klara. The two lived in Middle Village.
Working together with 60 to 75 other families
he helped create a new Jewish congregation
in Clifton. The Clifton Jewish Center’s popu-
larity grew throughout the years. Often attract-
ing 50 to 100 new members a year. People
came from Passaic, Paterson, Newark and
New York.

Services for the Jewish Center used to be
held in the Grand Union on Clifton Avenue
and junior congregation services were in the
Clifton Theater. In the 1950s the Hebrew
School increased in size dramatically, so the
building was expanded in 1958. The Jewish
Center reached its peak in the late 1960s and
early 1970s with 350 children attending He-
brew School each year.

The congregation under the leadership of
Rabbi Markovitz has had many significant
achievements. First, the Hebrew School
helped to produce six rabbis. In addition, the
annual silent Kol Nidre appeal is a wonderful
accomplishment.

Noted for his civic involvement, the Rabbi is
active throughout the City of Clifton. He is
noted as the spiritual leader of the Clifton Jew-
ish Center and as a good friend of the Clifton/
Passaic community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Rabbi Markovitz’s family and friends,
the Clifton Jewish Center, Passaic County, the
State of New Jersey and me in recognizing
the outstanding and invaluable service to the
community of Rabbi Dr. Eugene Markovitz.
f

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF SMALL BUSINESS AND PAY-
ING TRIBUTE TO THIS YEAR’S
SMALL BUSINESS AWARD RE-
CIPIENTS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

HON. CHARLES F. BASS
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000
Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to

have this opportunity to recognize several
small businesses and small business leaders
from my home state of New Hampshire. As
we all know, small businesses in the United
States serve as the backbone of our economy,
accounting for more than ninety-nine percent
of America’s employers and employing fifty-
three percent of America’s workforce. The role
of small businesses, especially in New Hamp-
shire, is essential in strengthening our econ-
omy, expanding opportunities for employers
and employees, and providing goods and
services that are second to none.

This year, several individuals and busi-
nesses from New Hampshire have been rec-
ognized by the U.S. Small Business Adminis-
tration for their exemplary contributions to the
state. At the annual ‘‘New Hampshire’s Salute
to Small Business’’ dinner and awards cere-
mony, the following individuals and businesses
will be honored for their overall promotion of
small business and for their individual suc-
cesses during the past year:

Joseph C. Leddy, CEO of Work Opportuni-
ties Unlimited, Inc., in Stratham, will be pre-
sented with the New Hampshire Small Busi-
ness Person of the Year Award;

Carolyn Martin, of the Keene Sentinel, will
be presented with the New Hampshire Small
Business Journalist of the Year Award;

The Belknap County Economic Develop-
ment Council, in Laconia, will be presented
with the New Hampshire Small Business Fi-
nancial Services Advocate of the Year Award;

Eileen Kennedy, of the Telegraph, in Nash-
ua, will be presented with the New Hampshire
Small Business Women in Business Advocate
of the Year Award; and

Secure Care Products, Inc., in Concord, will
be presented with the New Hampshire Small
Business Exporter of the Year Award.
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Mr. Speaker, I am extremely pleased that

Joseph, Carolyn, the Belknap County Eco-
nomic Development Council, Eileen, and Se-
cure Care Products have been recognized for
their contributions to small business in New
Hampshire. As a small business owner myself,
I clearly understand how necessary small
business is to our economy, our community,
and, most important, to our way of life. New
Hampshire is indeed fortunate to have individ-
uals and businesses of this exceptional caliber
as members of the small business community.
I hope that the House will join me in extending
our congratulations to this year’s small busi-
ness award recipients.
f

NATIONAL TASTE OF PIZZA
MONTH

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, it is with the ut-
most pleasure and privilege that I rise today to
salute the contributions of the Tony Modica
Pizza Dance Foundation and One World-One
Heart, Inc., organizations which exemplifies
our nation’s direction of unity and cultural ex-
change through inter-generational activities
and programs.

One World-One Heart, Inc., a non-profit or-
ganization, serves to provide access to edu-
cational, recreational, cultural and
intergenerational programs for participants
from all ethnic, religious, economic and cul-
tural backgrounds. The founders, Catherine
Laport and Steven Kaplansky have over 30
years of experience of providing non-profit, so-
cial and recreational services to communities
at large.

Tony Modica came to this country as an im-
migrant and became successful in the pizza
industry. This foundation is a means for him to
give back to the community through a program
that benefits the elderly and the youth. Modica
uses pizza as an international symbol of unity.
Pizza is a favorite food of both young and old
and its incorporation into a program which fea-
tures song and dance makes for an enjoyable
experience for all involved. The foundation has
created programs that promote unity; and en-
courage children to stay in school and improve
their grades. After his lectures, the students
and seniors socialize and are treated to pizza.
The Tony Modica Pizza Dance Foundation
and One World-One Heart join together every
year in June and sponsor a month-long cele-
bration of unity and to raise awareness of the
joys of life through free public activities for all
ages which include lectures, song, dance and
pizza.

The concept behind the pizza campaign is a
simple but powerful one. They are not merely
celebrating the worldwide love of the delicacy,
but also the theory that the pizza with its var-
ied toppings on a round of bread is symbolic
of the many cultures in our society. Our cul-
ture, like the toppings on the pizza is very dif-
ferent, yet the toppings taste great on one
foundation of bread. We as a global society
have more in common than we sometimes
can imagine, and our differences can be
greatly appreciated. It is this commonality
which is embedded in the joy of life, and re-
spect for one another that is celebrated in the

month long pizza campaign in June. The
events celebrate unity and cultural diversity in
a fun, spirited way. The campaign brings to-
gether corporate, non-profit, religious and
elected officials who come together to support
a month of unity; understanding and apprecia-
tion of cultural diversity. The Tony Modica
Foundation and One World-One Heart, Inc.
are positive examples of how private citizens
and non-profit organizations can make a dif-
ference in the community with the support of
business and government.

It is for these reasons that I implore my col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle to join me
in recognizing The Tony Modica Pizza Foun-
dation, One World-One Heart and ‘‘the Pizza’’
in proclaiming June, ‘‘The National Taste of
Pizza Month.’’
f

HONORING THE WESTCHESTER
LARIATS

HON. STEVEN T. KUYKENDALL
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Westchester Lariats, a
non-profit educational folk dance troupe for
young boys and girls in grades 5 through 12.
The organization will soon celebrate 50 years
of community involvement.

The Westchester Lariats was founded in
1950 by Dr. J. Tillman Hall as an after school
dance club for local youth. The club has
evolved over the years into an important com-
munity program for young adults.

It is also a valuable cultural experience for
the members of the dance troupe. They have
traveled extensively throughout the country
performing at various venues. The Lariats
have also performed in Mexico, Canada, Eu-
rope and Australia.

Performing American swing and square
dances, in addition to Hawaiian, European,
and Middle Eastern dances, the dance troupe
has entertained the local community for the
last fifty years.

I congratulate the Westchester Lariats on
achieving this milestone. You have provided
joy and entertainment to many throughout the
Westchester community. I wish you continued
success.
f

SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO CARL AND
MARTHA CLOSE ON THE OCCA-
SION OF THEIR 40TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, it gives
me great pride to rise today to pay special
tribute to an outstanding couple from Virginia’s
Eleventh Congressional District, Carl and Mar-
tha Close. I extend my best wishes to Carl
and Martha, who marked their 40th wedding
anniversary on Thursday, May 18. The wed-
ding anniversary was celebrated by the con-
gregation at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Bailey’s Crossroads, Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, I join together today with the
extended family of St. Paul’s Episcopal

Church to commend Carl and Martha on this
joyous occasion and to share the warm wish-
es of the citizens of Virginia’s 11th Congres-
sional District.

Carl was born in Oregon and grew up in
Colorado, while Martha is a native of Ala-
bama. He is a Harvard graduate and was the
Assistant Director of Eastern Field Operations
for the Department of Interior’s Office of Sur-
face Mining. Martha attended Radcliff and is a
graduate of American University. She com-
pleted her Masters of Science Degree at
Catholic University in Library and Information
Science. Together, they have lived in the
Washington Metropolitan area for more than
thirty years. The Closes are the proud parents
of two children, Carol and Stewart.

True to their marriage vows, they have dedi-
cated their lives to each other and shared in
the joys and challenges of marriage. As we
honor their fortieth anniversary, let us reflect
on their lives, their love for one another, and
wish them a happy and healthy marriage in
the years to come.

Mr. Speaker, as Carl and Martha Close cel-
ebrate this very special occasion, I wish them,
their children, and all of their family many
years of love and happiness. I am grateful to
be reminded of such a couple and to have the
opportunity to recognize such a momentous
day in their lives. I hope that their anniversary
was spent celebrating the memories of their
most cherished memories together. Carl and
Martha are to be commended for their commit-
ment to one another, and for the wonderful ex-
ample they set for their many friends and fam-
ily. I wish them many more happy and healthy
days together.
f

TELEPHONE EXCISE TAX REPEAL
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2000
Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, as one of two

Members of Congress to oppose H.R. 3916,
the telephone excise tax bill, I believe there is
a need to explain the reasons for my vote. I
opposed H.R. 3916 because this is just an-
other fiscally irresponsible way for the Repub-
licans to reduce federal revenues for the vital
programs that the working families of this
country rely on. The leadership of the 106th
Congress doesn’t care if it squanders $20 bil-
lion in tax revenues by repealing the tele-
phone excise tax because it doesn’t care if we
have enough money to save Social Security
and Medicare for future generations. But I do
care and did not vote to repeal the excise tax.

I never heard from one constituent asking
me to repeal the federal excise tax on their
phone service because it was a hardship. I
did, however, hear from Bell Atlantic who will
soon raise its phone rates and from big com-
panies asking me to lower their phone bill.
This bill will save the average family $34 per
year—no wonder there wasn’t a clamor from
constituents demanding the repeal. I do hear
from working families who want a better edu-
cation for their children, and from seniors who
want a Medicare prescription drug benefit. I
also hear from families who don’t have any
health insurance for their children or who want
a cleaner environment.
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EPA estimates it will cost billions of dollars

over the next twenty years for municipal
wastewater treatment programs. This funding
assists local governments in the construction
of projects to manage municipal wastewater.
Untreated wastewater ends up in public drink-
ing supplies, lakes and rivers. This untreated
water is a major source of pollution for lakes
and rivers and we need to address this prob-
lem now.

Eleven million children are without health in-
surance. Children are the least expensive seg-
ment of our population to insure. Even though
we all recognize this fact, Congress insists on
giving another freebie to corporate America
when we should be enacting my MediKids
Health Insurance Act.

The GOP does not have the interest of
working families in mind with their legislative
agenda. I refuse to contribute to their continual
cause of promoting corporate interests. The
U.S. taxpayers have told us their priorities,
and eliminating the telephone excise tax was
not one of them. We need these revenues for
America’s priorities. This bill recklessly cuts
$20 billion in taxes that could be used for
meaningful legislation; therefore I oppose H.R.
3916.
f

FORMER SENATOR BOB DOLE
SPEAKS FOR WORLD WAR II ME-
MORIAL IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, this morning the
Subcommittee on National Security, Veterans
Affairs, and International Relations of the
Committee on Government Reform held a
hearing under the very able leadership of my
dear friend and our distinguished colleague,
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS),
which examined the status of the World War
II Memorial to be built here in our nation’s
capital.

The lead witness at this morning’s hearing,
Mr. Speaker, was the distinguished former
Majority Leader of the United States Senate,
the former Senator from Kansas Bob Dole.
Senator Dole is a veteran of World War II and
the Chair of the National World War II Memo-
rial Campaign.

Mr. Speaker, Senator Dole has selflessly
served our nation for over half a century. He
was seriously wounded in Italy during the final
weeks of World War II. After four hard years
of determined effort, he was able to return to
a useful and productive life in his native Kan-
sas where he served as county attorney after
completing law school. In 1960 he was elected
a member of Congress, and eight years later,
he was elected a United States Senator from
Kansas. Between 1985 and 1996, Senator
Dole served as Republican leader of the Sen-
ate, both as majority leader and as minority
leader. His over 11 years of service as Repub-
lican leader was the longest of any individual
in the history of the United States Senate. As
my colleagues know, Senator Dole was the
Republican candidate for President of the
United States in the 1996 election.

As one of our nation’s outstanding veterans
of World War II, Mr. Speaker, I can think of no
individual better qualified than Bob Dole to

serve as Chairman of the World War II Memo-
rial Campaign.

In addition to the excellent testimony which
Senator Dole provided at this morning’s hear-
ing, he wrote an excellent piece on the World
War II Memorial which was published in to-
day’s Washington Post. Mr. Speaker, I submit
Senator Dole’s article to be placed in the
RECORD and I urge my colleagues to read it
carefully. I also urge my colleagues to support
the construction and completion of the World
War II Memorial honoring those who partici-
pated in that great conflict for the preservation
of America’s freedom.

[From the Washington Post, June 6, 2000]
ONE FINAL SALUTE

(By Bob Dole)
Fifty-six years ago today, American and

allied forces launched the invasion that
turned the tide of World War II. What better
time than this anniversary of D-Day to re-
member that the peace we enjoy today was
secured at a precious price—and to recommit
ourselves to honor the sacrifices of the vet-
erans of World War II with a memorial on
the National Mall in Washington?

It is testament to the overwhelming suc-
cess of the World War II generation that we
can barely imagine a conflict in which near-
ly 300 young servicemen and women died
each day—year after year after year. Unfor-
tunately, the veterans of that war are now
passing away in even greater numbers. Be-
fore the World War II generation is gone, we
owe them one last salute, and the peace of
mind that their service will be remembered.

Our country has endured three great chal-
lenges and has emerged from each stronger
and more united. The American Revolution
demonstrated our determination to be free,
and the Civil War tested our will to extend
that freedom to all. The third great moment
of trial, confrontation and resolution oc-
curred nearly 60 years ago. The struggle of
free men and women against totalitarianism
peaked during World War II and lingered
through the Cold War. Freedom’s victory
over tyranny is now so complete that it is
easy to forget the issue was ever in doubt.

Throughout World War II, my generation
was inspired by the legacy of past defenders
of freedom. Thousands of servicemen ab-
sorbed the words of the Founders etched in
stone on the great monuments of our na-
tion’s capital. From the memorials to
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln,
young GIs drew deep reserves of faith, cour-
age and fortitude. These solid and silent
monuments did not sit idly as war raged;
they passed on America’s noble purpose from
one generation to the next.

No doubt future generations will be asked
to mount their own defense of American
freedoms. We must act now to build a Na-
tional World War II Memorial to honor the
achievements of the last generation and to
inspire future generations. We must com-
plete the unfinished business of World War II
before the last veterans of that great conflict
are gone.

Our task is nearly complete. On Veterans
Day 1995, a deserved site on the Mall between
the Washington Monument and the Lincoln
Memorial was dedicated. The Capital Cam-
paign for the National World War II Memo-
rial is closing in on the $100 million goal
with contributions from corporations, foun-
dations, veterans’ groups and private citi-
zens in every state of the Union.

I will be accepting today a contribution of
more than $14 million for the memorial—
money collected from individual Americans
in Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club stores across
the country. This generous spirit is being
replicated in communities throughout Amer-
ica.

The memorial is the right statement in the
right place. Its design creates a special place
to commemorate the sacrifice and celebrate
the victory of World War II, yet remains re-
spectful and sensitive to the vistas and park-
like setting of its historic surroundings. This
summer we will seek final approval of the
design from the Commission of Fine Arts and
the National Capital Planning Commission
so that we can break ground for the memo-
rial on Veterans Day weekend in November.

Meanwhile, another 1,000 veterans of World
War II pass away every day—so quickly that
in a few years there will be only a handful
left. The youngest participants in World War
II are today in their mid-seventies—enjoying
the closing chapters of their lives.

These veterans deserve a memorial to pre-
serve the memory of their actions against
the tide of time. It is up to us, and the time
is now.

f

HONORING HARLAND AND RUTH
JACOB

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000
Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker. It is with great

pleasure that I now wish to take this moment
to honor two individuals that I am proud to call
friends, Harland and Ruth Jacob. On June 4,
2000, Harland and Ruth will celebrate their
50th wedding anniversary. As family and
friends gather to celebrate this wonderful oc-
casion, I too would like to pay tribute to the 50
year union of these great Americans. Harland
and Ruth Jacob were married on June 4, 1950
in Bloomfield, Nebraska.

Harland had been attending the University
of Nebraska in the months prior, but was
forced to return to Bloomfield to run the family
farm when his father fell ill. While the illness
was deeply unfortunate, it appears that Mr. Ja-
cob’s illness had something to do with a larger
plan. You see, Mr. Speaker, had Harland not
returned to Bloomfield because of his father’s
illness, he never would have met his bride-to-
be Ruth at a town barbecue in the fall of 1949.
As fate would have it, Ruth and her three sis-
ters would all later marry young men that they
met for the first time at this fateful barbecue.

Clearly smitten by Ruth, Harland didn’t
waste any time before seeking Ruth’s hand in
marriage—Harland asked Ruth to be his wife
that Christmas. Six months later, they would
start their new life together as husband and
wife.

After farming for about 3 years in Nebraska,
Harland took a job with J.C. Penney’s, where
he would work for the next 20 years. To-
gether, the Jacob family moved from town to
town—J.C. Penney to J.C. Penney—all over
the midwest, eventually settling in the great
town of Grand Junction, Colorado. After retir-
ing from Penney’s many years later, Harland,
with the support and able assistance of Ruth,
started up his own carpet store in Grand Junc-
tion. Surviving a cycle of boom and busts that
claimed the life of many a business in the
Grand Valley, the Jacob’s store is set to cele-
brate its 17th year in business. The business,
and the years of hard work put into it by Ruth
and Harland, is rightfully a source of great
pride for the Jacob’s and their many friends
and family. In so many ways, Harland and
Ruth Jacob’s dedication to keeping their fur-
niture store afloat—through good times and
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bad—embodies the entrepreneurial spirit that
makes America so great.

While the success of their carpet business
speaks volumes about Ruth and Harland, their
enduring legacy rests in their beautiful family.
Harland and Ruth are the proud parents of
four—Kathy, Mike, Jean, and Todd—the
grandparents of 14—Kelly Paxton, Rachel
Jacob, Jake Zambrano, Amanda Hamblin,
Elissa Zambrano, Joey Pepper, Josh
Zambrano, Megan Lawson, Greg Jacob, Matt
Pepper, David Pepper, Manon Jacob, Luke
Jacob, and Amelia Jacob—and the great-
grandparents of six more—Alexia Zambrano,
Jerika Hamblin, Alex Zambrano, Arianna
Zambrano, Sydney Hamblin, and Josh
Zambrano.

As you can see, Mr. Speaker, the Jacob
family has been very blessed over the course
of the last 50 years. As my friends Harland
and Ruth celebrate this wonderful occasion, I
want to wish them congratulations and contin-
ued happiness on behalf of their many friends,
family, and neighbors. Ruth and Harland, we
are all very proud of you!
f

HALT PHARMACEUTICAL LOB-
BYING TO PHYSICIANS TO IN-
CREASE R&D

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I submit for the
RECORD several examples of unsolicited drug
company ‘‘freebies’’ a Florida physician re-
ceived in just one week. Over the years, I
have received numerous examples of doctors
being given free meals, cocktails, travel sub-
sidies and recreational events—all financed by
pharmaceutical companies. Drug companies
spend billions a year promoting their products
to physicians through these very questionable
tactics instead of using this money for life-sav-
ing research and development.

Last January, the Journal of the American
Medical Association (JAMA) found that more
than $11 billion is spent each year by drug
companies promoting and marketing their
products—with about $8,000 to $13,000 spent
per year on each physician. JAMA concluded
that present physician-industry interactions ad-
versely affects prescribing and professional
behavior.

Additionally, a March USA Today article de-
scribed a growing trend among pharmaceuti-
cally-financed advertising and marketing firms
to sponsor physician continuing medical edu-
cation (CME) courses that doctors in 34 states
need to keep their licenses. These marketing
firms are paid by drug companies that often
hire faculty to teach these courses to push
their sponsors’ products.

Such evidence of pharmaceutical waste, the
adverse impact of drug company gifts on pre-
scribing practices and the need for increased
pharmaceutical R&D led me to introduce H.R.
4089, the Save Money for Prescription Drug
Research Act of 2000. My bill would deny tax
deductions to drug companies for certain gifts
and benefits provided to physicians (other
than product samples) and instead encourage
drug companies to use those funds for a much
more important use—pharmaceutical research
and development.

Research and development is much more
important than drug company promotions. Our
nation has reaped great rewards as a result of
pharmaceutical research. Pharmaceutical and
biotech research have led to the discovery of
lifesaving cures and treatments for ailments
that would have cut lives short in earlier years.
But drug companies can do more. Think of all
the additional lives that could be saved if the
pharmaceutical industry dedicated the re-
sources now spent on physician promotions to
R&D.

Mr. Speaker, Congress has a responsibility
to put an end to this pharmaceutical
‘‘giftgiving’’ and to encourage research and
development of life-saving drugs. The drug in-
dustry’s lobbying of physicians, which clearly
leads to distorted, inappropriate, overpre-
scribing of drugs, must be brought to an end.
f

HONORING MRS. HAZEL PAHLER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I want to ask
that we all pause for a moment to remember
a woman who we have lost, Hazel Pahler.
Though she is gone, she will live on in the
hearts of all who knew her.

Mrs. Pahler was a first lieutenant in the
Army Nurse Corps. She was laid to rest with
full military honors, in Grand Junction, Colo-
rado after her battle with cancer. Mrs. Pahler
was a nurse who witnessed the horrors of
war. She was dedicated to her profession and
was able to endure all the hardships of war
while remaining focused on the welfare of the
soldiers.

As a result of her untiring efforts, Mrs.
Pahler earned many awards. She has been
honored with the European, African and Mid-
dle Eastern medals, the American Defense
Medal, the Red Cross Service Pin, the World
War II Victory Medal and three Overseas
Service Bars. She is a remarkable person that
devoted her life to the service of others.

Hazel Pahler is someone who will be
missed by many. Her friends and family will
miss the woman that they all enjoyed spend-
ing time with. The rest of us will miss this
woman who exemplified the selflessness that
so few truly possess. But, when we lose a
woman such as Mrs. Pahler, being missed is
certainly no precursor to being forgotten. And
everyone who ever knew her will walk through
life a bit differently for it.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE CONSUMER
LEAGUE OF NEW JERSEY

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call to your attention the deeds of a remark-
able organization, the Consumers League of
New Jersey (CLNJ), which was recognized on
Tuesday, May 16, 2000 because of its many
years of service and leadership at a dinner
celebration in West Orange, New Jersey. This
year marks the 100th anniversary of the

group, so it is only fitting that these words are
immortalized in the annals of this greatest of
all freely elected bodies.

Since 1900, the Consumers League has
fought for the rights of consumers. Congress
used ideas from CLNJ testimony in the U.S.
Home Equity Loan Consumer Protection Act,
to prohibit ‘‘rate rise surprise.’’ Congress also
adopted a CLNJ measure to help save homes
from foreclosure, by giving homeowners a
chance to pay their mortgages through bank-
ruptcy payment plans. The league helps peo-
ple shop for credit with a pamphlet on low-cost
credit cards. Consumers League also helps
low income consumers with its ‘‘rent to own’’
campaign.

Consumers League of New Jersey is non-
partisan. CLNJ does not make endorsements
nor does it contribute money to candidates.
They give people an honest opinion, and try to
persuade elected officials to help consumers.

In the early 1900s children worked in fac-
tories, and many of the protections of modern
life which we take for granted were non-
existent. Consumers League struggled for 35
years before its original agenda of safe food,
safe working conditions, prohibitions on child
labor, promotion of minimum wages laws and
union protections, was enacted into law as the
New Deal.

CLNJ has always been ahead of the country
in its vision of justice. It was not until the New
Deal that many of the reforms championed by
CLNJ became law. CLNJ was a founding
member of the National Consumers League
(NCL), and worked with NCL and unions to
bring about change. CLNJ also took up the
cause of the ‘‘watch-dial’’ radium poisoning of
female workers in Essex County, New Jersey.

In the 1960s and 1970s, CLNJ leaders
spoke out for consumer protection laws, credit
laws, usury limits, and enforcement of min-
imum wage and child labor laws. They looked
into supermarket prices. They also went to the
fields to support migrant farm-workers. Rut-
gers University of New Jersey has consider-
able archives about the early and middle
years of CLNJ history.

From 1985 onward CLNJ has fought for
consumer rights and basic justice. For fifteen
years they promoted lower interest rates by
publicizing lower interest credit cards. They
gave away tens of thousands of credit card
pamphlets. CLNJ also lamented bank merg-
ers, which resulted in fewer choices, higher
prices for consumers and interest rates that
never went down. In addition, CLNJ supported
the Fair Lending Coalition. They also helped
enact New Jersey’s Basic Banking law.

From 1986–89, CLNJ’s President was a
member of the Federal Reserve Board’s Con-
sumer Advisory Council. The president op-
posed ‘‘checkhold’’ delays. The common
ground discovered between CL and bankers
proved to be the formula which Congress en-
acted into law: the Federal Reserve must
process checks quicker, and banks must end
the long holds. In addition, the president sup-
ported Truth in Savings, which was also en-
acted.

CLNJ fought against weakening New Jer-
sey’s Secondary Mortgage Loan Act. When
the Legislature legalized abuses, less than
one year later, CLNJ testified before the
United States Senate in 1987 about home eq-
uity loans, or as CLNJ put it ‘‘charge a blouse,
put a lien on your house.’’ Congress banned
what New Jersey had approved: the ‘‘rate rise
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surprise’’ (the power to change a home equity
contract after you borrowed significant funds).

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, the United States of America, the
State of New Jersey and me in recognizing
the outstanding and invaluable service to the
community of the Consumers League of New
Jersey.
f

HONORING MICHAEL L. PESCE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor one of Brooklyn’s finest residents, Mi-
chael L. Pesce, who was recognized last night
at the First Tri Block Association’s June meet-
ing.

Michael L. Pesce was born in the small
coastal town of Mola di Bari, Italy. He and his
family immigrated to America when he was 12
years of age and settled in the Carroll Gar-
dens section of Brooklyn. He attended local
public schools and graduated from City Col-
lege with a Bachelor’s degree in Economics.
Justice Pesce received his J.D. Degree from
Detroit College of Law in 1969 and was admit-
ted to the bar in 1970. He began his career
working for the Legal Aid Society in their
Hunts Point, Bronx office, handling a wide
range of civil matters.

In 1972, he was elected to the New York
State Assembly, representing the 52nd As-
sembly District. Over the next eight years, he
served on many committees, including Labor,
Governmental Operations, and Higher Edu-
cation, and served as Chair of the Special As-
sembly Committee on Ports and Terminals.
During this period, he was also a partner in
the firm of Pesce & Levine.

Justice Pesce was elected to the Civil Court
in 1980, and was assigned to the Criminal
Court, where he served for three years. He
was designated an Acting Justice of the Su-
preme Court in 1984 and was elected to a full
term in 1989 from Kings and Richmond Coun-
ties. In 1996, he was designated Administra-
tive Judge for the 2nd Judicial District.

He has long been actively involved in Car-
roll Gardens and in the wider Italian-American
community. Justice Pesce serves on the
Board of Directors of Amico, Inc., and is a
member of the Board of Directors of the Vis-
iting Nurse Association of Brooklyn. In 1986,
the Italian government granted Justice Pesce
the title of ‘‘Cavaliere’’ (Order of Merit). Please
join me in honoring Justice Michael L. Pesce,
one of Brooklyn’s finest.
f

RECOGNIZING THE MILFORD HIGH
‘‘WE THE PEOPLE’’ TEAM

HON. CHARLES F. BASS
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, today I honor the
‘‘We the People’’ team from Milford High
School in Milford, New Hampshire. These out-
standing young students recently won an
award at the ‘‘We the People’’ national finals
held in Washington, D.C. As you may know,

the ‘‘We the People’’ mock hearings test stu-
dent knowledge of the U.S. Constitution. The
Milford students were recognized for their ex-
pertise on the following subject: How Did the
Values and Principles Embodied in the Con-
stitution Shape American Institutions and
Practices? The dozen Sophomores, Juniors,
and Seniors competed against 50 other class-
es from throughout the nation. The team dem-
onstrated a remarkable understanding of the
fundamental ideals and values of American
constitutional government.

I had the privilege to serve as a judge for
this year’s state competition to come to Wash-
ington for the national competition. It was ap-
parent to me then that the Milford High School
students had the knowledge, team-work, and
enthusiasm necessary to successfully com-
pete against 50 other classes from throughout
the nation. These students can be proud of
their award winning performance.

I was honored to have the team visit me
here on Capitol Hill during their trip to Wash-
ington for the national competition. I would like
to take this opportunity to congratulate the fol-
lowing students for their performance at the
national ‘‘We the People’’ competition: Adam
Berger, Jon Butt, Jenn Catherine, Vanessa
Chretien, Mike Gott, Keith Holt, Pam Murphy,
David Norway, Mike Parisi, Abby Parker, Pete
Phillips, and Ashley Standbridge.

f

HONORING MR. RYAN PATTERSON

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to recognize the accomplish-
ments of an outstanding student, Ryan Patter-
son. His innovative mind has won him a pa-
rade of awards, most recently he has won top
prize in the Colorado Science Fair. He also
represented Colorado at the Intel International
Science and Engineering Fair, in which he
won almost $10,000.

His outstanding invention rightfully called
‘‘Sleuthbot’’ is a computerized device schools
can use to seek out bombs or suspicious indi-
viduals without getting put into harms way dur-
ing a crisis. Mr. Patterson traveled to Detroit
with 1,200 other students from 40 countries to
compete in the Intel International Science and
Engineering Fair. His accolades from the com-
petition are extensive, but most admirable is
the $250 and a paid internship he received
from Axonne Corp. Mr. Patterson is a model
for all students to follow and one that will be
sure to achieve great things for the good of
mankind. He has proven to be an asset to his
school and community.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say con-
gratulations to Ryan Patterson on a truly ex-
ceptional accomplishment. Due to his dedi-
cated service and ingenuity, it is clear that
Colorado is a better place.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2559,
AGRICULTURAL RISK PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 2000

SPEECH OF

HON. EVA M. CLAYTON
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2000

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the Agriculture Risk Protec-
tion Act (H.R. 2559) conference report. I com-
mend Chairman COMBEST and Ranking Mem-
ber STENHOLM for their efforts to craft com-
prehensive legislation which will help restore
the safety net for agriculture producers.

Risk management tools such as crop or rev-
enue insurance provide protection from yield
or price declines within a growing and mar-
keting season. Indeed statistics for North
Carolina show that over the last ten years the
number of acres insured has increased from
581,764 in 1988 to 2,844,524 in 1999. Partici-
pation is very high, with 82 percent of acres
covered for tobacco, 83% of acres covered for
peanuts, and 89% covered for cotton.

In 1999, $131 million in liability was paid to
North Carolina producers who suffered crop
damages, first from drought and then from
three hurricanes and subsequent historic
flooding in eastern North Carolina. Even with
these payments North Carolina producers will
benefit greatly from their portion of the addi-
tional emergency assistance monies, which
nationwide total $7.1 million over two fiscal
years (2000 & 2001), provided by this legisla-
tion. This includes $340 million for tobacco
farmers to compensate for economic losses
along with $47 million in economic assistance
for peanut producers, which equates to $30.50
per ton for quota peanuts and $16 for addi-
tional peanuts. I am especially thankful that
we have included provisions which address
conditions created when producers suffer mul-
tiple years disasters.

Additional emergence assistance provisions
include:

$40 million for USDA to provide soil, water
and natural conservation assistance for farm-
ers in the form of cost share or incentive pay-
ments;

$10 million for USDA’s Farmland Protection
Program

$34 million FY 2000 and $76 million in FY
2001 for USDA to purchase additional food
commodities for distribution to schools partici-
pating in the school lunch program

$32 million in FY 2001 available for a vari-
ety of agricultural research programs including
those related to soil, science, forest health and
management, tobacco research for medicinal
purposes and reducing and managing waste
in livestock and poultry operations.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of our colleagues to
support and vote for the conference report.
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2559,

AGRICULTURAL RISK PROTEC-
TION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 25, 2000

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to provide a more detailed expla-
nation—including a section-by-section anal-
ysis—of the Biomass Research and Develop-
ment (R&D) Act of 2000 included as Title III of
H.R. 2559, the Agricultural Risk Reduction
Act.

The Biomass R&D Act of 2000 combines
features of three separate bills that were re-
ferred to the Committee on Science: Title I of
S. 935 and H.R. 2827, the National Sustain-
able Fuels and Chemicals Act of 1999; and
H.R. 2819, the Biomass Research and Devel-
opment Act of 1999. This important piece of
legislation would help fund the research, de-
velopment, and demonstration (RD&D) nec-
essary to bring to market affordable biobased
industrial products, including fuels, chemicals,
building materials, or electric power or heat
produced from biomass.

I want to express my appreciation to many
Members of the House and Senate for all of
their hard work in crafting the Biomass R&D
Act of 2000. This includes: the Ranking Minor-
ity Member (Mr. HALL of Texas) and Mr. UDALL
of Colorado of the House Committee on
Science; the Chairman (Mr. COMBEST) and
Ranking Minority Member (Mr. STENHOLM) of
the House Committee on Agriculture; the
Chairman (Mr. EWING) and Ranking Minority
Member (Mr. CONDIT) of the House Committee
on Agriculture’s Subcommittee on Risk Man-
agement, Research and Specialty Crops; the
Chairman (Mr. LUGAR) and Ranking Minority
Member (Mr. HARKIN) of the Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry;
and the Chairman (Mr. MURKOWSKI) and
Ranking Minority Member (Mr. BINGAMAN) of
the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.

SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS—BIOMASS RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (R&D) ACT OF
2000—(TITLE IV OF H.R. 2559, THE AGRICUL-
TURAL RISK REDUCTION ACT)

SECTION 401. SHORT TITLE.
Section 401 cites Title III as the ‘‘Biomass

Research and Development Act of 2000’’
(hereafter, ‘‘Act’’).

SECTION 402. FINDINGS.
Section 2 lists 13 findings.

SECTION 403. DEFINITIONS.
Section 403 defines ten terms: (1) ‘‘Advi-

sory Committee,’’ (2) ‘‘Biobased Industrial
Product,’’ (3) ‘‘Biomass,’’ (4) ‘‘Board,’’ (5)
‘‘Initiative,’’ (6) ‘‘Institution of Higher Edu-
cation,’’ (7) ‘‘National Laboratory,’’ (8)
‘‘Point of Contact,’’ (9) ‘‘Processing,’’ and
(10) ‘‘Research and Development.’’

The term ‘‘biomass’’ means ‘‘any organic
matter that is available on a renewable or
recurring basis, including agricultural crops
and trees, wood and wood wastes and resi-
dues, plants (including aquatic plants),
grasses, residues, fibers, and animal wastes,
municipal wastes, and other waste mate-
rials.’’ The conferees gave specific consider-
ation to a proposal to exclude old-growth
timber and unsegregated municipal solid
waste (garbage) from the definition of bio-

mass, and rejected the proposal as being sci-
entifically unsound.

Also, the term ‘‘research and develop-
ment’’ means ‘‘research, development, and
demonstration.’’ Department of Energy
(DOE) activities conducted under this Act
are subject to the cost-sharing provisions of
section 3002 of the Energy Policy Act of 1992
(Public Law 102–486).

SECTION 404. COOPERATION AND COORDINATION
IN BIOMASS RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Section 404 mandates cooperation and co-
ordination between the Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of Energy with re-
spect to policies and procedures that pro-
mote R&D leading to the production of
biobased industrial products. In order to fa-
cilitate this cooperation and coordination, a
senior official in each of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) and DOE is to
be designated as a ‘‘point of contact.’’ The
points of contact are to assist in arranging
interlaboratory and site-specific supple-
mental agreements for research, develop-
ment, and demonstration projects relating to
biobased industrial products; serve as co-
chairpersons of the Board; administer the
Initiative; and respond in writing to each
recommendation of the Advisory Committee.

SECTION 405. BIOMASS RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT BOARD.

Section 405 requires the Secretaries of En-
ergy and Agriculture to jointly establish the
Biomass Research and Development Board to
coordinate programs within and among de-
partments and agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment for the purpose of promoting the
use of biobased industrial products. This
Board is to supercede the Interagency Coun-
cil on Biobased Products and Bioenergy es-
tablished by Executive Order 13134. This sec-
tion also specifies the Board’s: (b) member-
ship, (c) duties, (d) funding, and (e) frequency
of meetings.
SECTION 406. BIOMASS RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-

MENT TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE.
Section 406 establishes the Biomass Re-

search and Development Technical Advisory
Committee, which is to supercede the Advi-
sory Committee on Biobased Products and
Bioenergy established by Executive Order
13134. This section also specifies: (b) the Ad-
visory Committee’s membership and ap-
pointment process; (c) duties; (d) coordina-
tion; (e) frequency of meetings; and (f)
terms. With respect to terms, section 406(f)
specifies that members of the Advisory Com-
mittee shall be appointed for a term of 3
years, except that—(1) 1⁄3 of the members ini-
tially appointed shall be appointed for a
term of 1 year; and (2) 1⁄3 of the members ini-
tially appointed shall be appointed for a
term of 2 years.

SECTION 407. BIOMASS RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE.

Section 407(a) requires the Secretary of Ag-
riculture and the Secretary of Energy, act-
ing through their respective points of con-
tact and in consultation with the Biomass
Research and Development Board, to estab-
lish and carry out a Biomass Research and
Development Initiative under which com-
petitively awarded grants, contracts, and
other financial assistance are provided to, or
entered into with, eligible entities to carry
out research, development, and demonstra-
tion on biobased industrial products.

Other provisions of Section 407 address: (b)
the purposes of grants, contracts, and other
financial assistance under this section; (c)
eligible entities; (d) uses of grants, contract,
and assistance; (e) technology and informa-
tion transfer to agricultural users; and (f)
authorization of appropriations.

Section 407(c)(2)(D) requires that pref-
erence be given to applications for grants,

contract, and assistance under this section
that: (i) involve a consortia of experts from
multiple institutions; and (ii) encourage the
integration of disciplines and application of
the best technical resources. However, this
‘‘preference’’ is not meant to negate the re-
quirements of Section 407(c)(2)(D) requiring
that ‘‘grants, contracts, and assistance under
this section be awarded competitively, on
the basis of merit, after the establishment of
procedures that provide for scientific peer
review by an independent panel of scientific
and technical peers’’.

Section 407(f) provides that in addition to
funds appropriated for biomass R&D under
the general authority of the Secretary of En-
ergy (which may also be used to carry out
this Act), there are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Department of Agriculture to
carry out this Act $49.0 million for each of
fiscal years 2000 through 2005.

SECTION 408. ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT AND
FUNDS.

To the extent administrative support and
funds are not provided by other agencies
under section 408(b), section 408(a) authorizes
the Secretary of Energy and the Secretary of
Agriculture to provide such administrative
support and funds of DOE and USDA to the
Board and the Advisory Committee as are
necessary to enable the Board and the Advi-
sory Committee to carry out this Act. Sec-
tion 408(c) provides that not more than 4 per-
cent of the amount appropriated for each fis-
cal year under section 407(f) may be used to
pay the administrative costs of carrying out
this Act.

SECTION 409. REPORTS.
Section 409 specifies the Act’s reporting re-

quirements, which include: (a) an initial re-
port and (b) annual reports.

SECTION 410. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.
Section 410 terminates the authority under

this Act on December 3 1, 2005.

f

TRIBUTE TO SAUL ZAENTZ

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call to your attention the deeds of the ac-
claimed film producer, Saul Zaentz of Passaic,
New Jersey, who was feted on Friday, May
19, 2000. It is only fitting that the Second
Ward Educational and Charitable Foundation,
Inc. in cooperation with the Passaic Board of
Education celebrate the dedication of the audi-
torium at the William B. Cruise Memorial
School Number 11 as the Saul Zaentz Audito-
rium because of his remarkable talents and
contributions to the entertainment industry and
society as a whole. He is honored for his pro-
fessional successes and never forgetting his
roots.

Saul Zaentz was born on February 28, 1921
in Passaic. He has produced only eight mov-
ies since 1975, yet three have won the best
picture Oscar. These are The English Patient
(1996), Amadeus (1984), and One Flew over
the Cuckoo’s Nest (1975). In addition, his film
The Unbearable Lightness of Being (1988)
was nominated for multiple Oscars. He has a
three-film version of the J.R.R. Tolkien epic
Lord of the Rings trilogy in production. The
first of the three, The Fellowship of the Ring,
is due out in December of 2000. In 1978, he
produced an animated film version of the
book.
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The 76-year-old’s effort, The English Pa-

tient, won nine Oscars. The making of The
English Patient is a story in itself. Saul entered
a partnership with 20th Century Fox for the
film, but the studio insisted on big-name cast-
ing. Unwilling to compromise, he found an-
other backer in Miramax. Because of the size
of the budget, the producer also persuaded
the entire cast and crew to defer half their sal-
aries until the film recouped its costs.

In addition to winning an Oscar for The
English Patient, Saul garnered the honorary
award, the Irving G. Thalberg Memorial Award
from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences. This only adds to a lifetime of
achievement. The special award goes to, ‘‘cre-
ative producers whose bodies of work reflect
a consistently high quality of motion picture
production,’’ according to Academy rules.

The audience at the 1997 Academy Awards,
the night of his triumph, was filled with actors
and other film professionals who have worked
with Saul. They all gave him a standing ova-
tion.

In 1937, Darryl F. Zanuck, Jr. won the first
Thalberg Award and Saul was the 33rd win-
ner. The previous time the Academy conferred
the award, in 1995, it went to Clint Eastwood.

This native of Passaic, who struggled for
years to bring The English Patient to the
screen, was given the Producers Guild’s
Darryl F. Zanuck Award as producer of the
year. He also received its Eastman Kodak Vi-
sion Award for his ‘‘special cinematic vision’’
and took home a Golden Laurel marking his
movie as the best drama of the year. Although
it is only eight years old, the guild’s awards
have a near perfect record for predicting the
best-picture Oscar.

As a producer Saul’s filmography includes
many notable productions. In addition to his
Oscar winning ventures, he has produced At
Play in the Fields of the Lord (1991), The
Mosquito Coast (1986) and Three Warriors
(1977). He served as Executive Producer for
Payday (1972). In One Flew Over the Cuck-
oo’s Nest, he took an uncredited turn as an
actor, playing the captain on the shore when
the boat returns.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Saul’s family and friends, the Second
Ward Educational and Charitable Foundation,
Inc., the Passaic Board of Education, the City
of Passaic, the State of New Jersey and me
in recognizing the outstanding and invaluable
achievements of Saul Zaentz.
f

HONORING A TRUE AMERICAN
HERO, ALFRED RASCON

HON. STEVEN T. KUYKENDALL
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a true American hero, Medal of
Honor recipient Alfred Rascon. Rascon risked
his own life suffering serious injury to save the
men of his battalion during the Vietnam War.

Alfred Rascon, a soft-spoken Army medic,
exhibited the type of heroism that few encoun-
ter in a lifetime. On March 16, 1966, Rascon
and his unit, a reconnaissance platoon for the
173rd Airborne Brigade’s 1st Battalion, 503rd
Regiment, was advancing through the jungle
in Long Khanh Province to assist another bat-

talion that had come under fire. However,
Rascon’s unit was ambushed before they
reached the besieged battalion. Through
heavy gunfire and grenade blasts, Rascon
risked his life during the intense battle tending
to his fallen comrades.

Twice Rascon jumped on wounded soldiers
to shield them from grenades, taking the
shrapnel himself. He was also shot while
shielding another member of his platoon. De-
spite these wounds, he was still able to re-
trieve a machine gun and ammunition that
helped keep the enemy at bay, saving his pla-
toon. Rascon served his country with the ut-
most diligence, and saved the lives of many.
The wounds he suffered that day were so seri-
ous that he was given last rites.

Alfred Rascon did survive, and despite
many years and the red tape of bureaucracy,
he was awarded the Medal of Honor this past
February. I commend his remarkable display
of bravery. His loyalty to his battalion is an in-
spiration to all.

I congratulate Alfred Rascon on receiving
the much-deserved Medal of Honor. His heroic
actions that day in March saved the lives of
his battalion. He is a great American. He went
beyond the call of duty to serve his country.
For that, the nation expresses its gratitude.
f

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO REINHART
‘‘ART’’ AND MARIE SCHMIDT ON
THE OCCASION OF THEIR 70TH
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

HON. THOMAS M. DAVIS
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000
Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, it gives

me great pleasure to rise today to pay tribute
to Art and Marie Schmidt, two notable mem-
bers of the Northern Virginia community. On
Wednesday, May 17, 2000, the Schmidt’s
marked their 70th wedding anniversary. The
wedding anniversary was celebrated by the
congregation at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Bailey’s Crossroads, Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, I join together today with the
extended family of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church to commend Art and Marie on this joy-
ous occasion and to share the warm wishes of
the citizens of Virginia’s 11th Congressional
District. Anytime our community honors the
70th anniversary of any accomplishment, it is
a moment to cherish. When we then celebrate
a marriage of 70 years, a marriage of dedica-
tion, patience, love, and understanding, we
are struck by the power and beauty of this
human commitment. Grand occasions such as
this magnify the many blessings that have
been bestowed upon this wonderful couple.

The Schmidt’s have given generously of
their personal time and resources to their fam-
ily and to our community. Throughout their
lives together, they have worked hard, appre-
ciating the opportunities that life has offered
them. Art and Marie are fifty-five year resi-
dents of the Bailey’s Crossroads area of
Northern Virginia. They have witnessed the
transformation of Fairfax County from a sleepy
suburb of our Nation’s Capital into a cultural
and commercial destination in its own right.
The loving couple are the proud parents of
three children; Robert, Marilyn, and Doug.

After living in Kansas City, St. Louis, and
Chicago, the Schmidt’s moved to the Wash-

ington D.C. metro area where Art was in
charge of the weather bureau at National Air-
port in Arlington, Virginia. At that time, the
weather bureau was part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce and the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration had not been
created. Marie was a telephone operator for
Bell Atlantic. Their commitment to public serv-
ice, our Nation, and their neighbors are the
hallmark of their careers.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me,
their neighbors, family and friends in wishing
Art and Marie Schmidt a happy 70th wedding
anniversary. I am grateful to be reminded of
such a loving couple and to have the oppor-
tunity to recognize such a momentous day in
their lives. Art and Marie are to be com-
mended for their commitment to one another,
and for the wonderful example they set for
their many friends and family. I wish them
many more happy and healthy days together.
f

TRIBUTE TO CHERYL DOUGH-
ERTY—FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this moment to congratulate Cheryl
Dougherty for receiving the U.S. Department
of Education’s 2000 Fulbright-Hays Scholar-
ship. She is one of 30 American teachers to
receive this prestigious award out of an appli-
cant pool of over 10,000. The scholarship will
engage Cheryl in a six-week program that will
allow her to travel to Poland and Hungary.

Ms. Dougherty is no stranger to international
travel and education. Some of her academic
travels have taken her to such destinations as
Hawaii and Japan. She is a former participant
of the Fulbright Memorial Scholarship program
where she was given the opportunity to travel
and teach in Japan. Cheryl was even given
the opportunity to address Japanese students
in their native language, a commendable ex-
perience.

She believes it is crucial to educate our
youth on different cultures and customs. She
is constantly encouraging her student base to
interact and become aware of these dif-
ferences. It is not uncommon for her students
to exchange letters or videos with students
from different countries.

It is encouraging to honor teachers of
Cheryl’s caliber. With more teachers like her,
we can continue to dissolve cultural barriers
and promote international prosperity. I am
confident she will continue to strive for aca-
demic excellence and further the knowledge of
our youth.
f

HONORING OPHELIA YOUNG
PERRY

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Ophelia Young Perry. Though a native
of Buckingham County, Virginia, she presently
resides with her mother, Thelma Jones and
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husband, William Frank Perry Jr. in the
Bushwick section of Brooklyn, New York. They
have one son, William Frank Perry III.

She is an assistant to Brooklyn Borough
President Howard Golden, and serves as a li-
aison to the Brooklyn Christian community.
She has been an active member of the
Berean Missionary Baptist Church in Brooklyn
for 49 years. Ophelia has a passion for her
community and civic affairs. She is currently
the president of ChurchWomen United in
Brooklyn, an ecumenical movement of Chris-
tian women. Under Mrs. Perry’s leadership,
the membership has increased to include over
700 Christian women. It is the largest unit of
CWU in the country.

CWU sponsors many other activities to raise
funds for contributions to others in need, such
as it’s Prison Ministry and holiday sharing pro-
gram where 2,000 bedside bags are annually
prepared and distributed to hospitals, nursing
homes and to those who are incarcerated.
The group also contributed to world wide
church activities. In addition to supporting the
Bedford-Stuyvesant Ambulance Service, re-
cently CWU really supported the flood victims
in North Carolina.

In response to shrewd spiritual insight,
Ophelia conceived the idea for an observance
centered on ‘‘The Seven Last Words of
Christ’’. For 16 years, the ecumenical worship
service has begun at 7:00 am on Good Friday
and the attendance continues to grow. These
services have been held in various community
churches and have continued to draw over
3,000 worshipers. Participants travel through-
out the metropolitan area and from many other
parts of the United States to attend this annual
worship celebration.

Ophelia Perry serves as the chairperson of
the Development Committee of the Brooklyn
Division of the Council of Churches. She is a
lifetime member of the National Council of
Negro Women, Brooklyn section. She is also
a member of the Society for the Preservation
of Weeksville. Ophelia has been honored and
recognized for her civic work and achieve-
ments. Her many awards include: ‘‘Woman of
the Year’’—The National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews; Salute to Brooklyn Women
Leadership Humanitarian Award—The Brook-
lyn Urban League; The Caribbean American
Award—Chamber of Commerce: Outstanding
Service Award—The Council of Churches—
City of New York; ‘‘Woman of Influence’’—
Brooklyn YWCA; Thomas R. Fortune Commu-
nity Service Award—Unity Democratic Club;
Valiant Women Award—Church Women
United; The Sandy F. Ray Award; and The
Christian Service award.

I wish to recognize the lifelong efforts of
Ophelia Young Perry, and wish her continued
success in her future endeavors.
f

RECOGNITION OF WIRELESS SAFE-
TY WEEK, MISS AMY SPARKS,
AND GN NETCOM

HON. CHARLES F. BASS
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
have this opportunity to recognize Wireless
Safety Week 2000, which is held the week
leading into Memorial Day Weekend (May 22–

28, 2000). Wireless carriers and hardware
manufacturers have sponsored this initiative
every year since 1990 to focus attention on
the benefits of responsible cell phone use.
During Wireless Safety Week 2000, the wire-
less industry reminds customers and con-
sumers that safety is the most important call
they will ever make.

More than 90 million people in the United
States today take advantage of the conven-
ience, value and safety of wireless phones.
One of these 90 million is Ms. Amy Sparks, of
Bethlehem, New Hampshire.

Ms. Sparks used her wireless phone twice
in one week to call for emergency assistance.
While on her way from school, she witnessed
a car accident and immediately called emer-
gency services and offered road-side assist-
ance to those involved. Two days later, Amy
again witnessed an accident. Once more she
called emergency assistance and stayed with
the drivers until help arrived on the scene.
That Amy is a Good Samaritan and heroine is
evident.

GN Netcom has been an integral part of the
Nashua, New Hampshire community since
1995, and employs over 250 highly-skilled em-
ployees. This company has grown over the
last 13 years to become the world leader in
cordless/wireless headset solutions. P. Mi-
chael Fairweather, President and CEO of GN
Netcom, has long been active in helping to
educate consumers on their need to use their
wireless phones safely and responsibly. The
entire wireless industry deserves credit for its
strong effort to educate the American public of
the responsibility each of us has when using
a wireless phone while driving.

In closing, I wish to commend Amy Sparks
for her quick and admirable actions, and all
GN Netcom employees for their efforts to save
lives, stop crime, summon assistance, and
make their communities a better place to live.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE 65TH INFANTRY
REGIMENT FROM PUERTO RICO/
BORINQUENEERS

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call to your attention to the deeds of the 65th
Infantry Regiment from Puerto Rico, which
was recognized on Friday, May 26, 2000 be-
cause of its many years of service and leader-
ship. The regiment, honored by the Puerto
Rican Parade of Paterson 2000/Desfile
Puertorriquen

˜
o, Inc. 2000, is celebrating a

century of service to the nation and the 50th
anniversary of its participation in the Korean
Conflict.

The 65th Infantry Regiment was organized
on March 2, 1899; one year after United
States Military Forces occupied Puerto Rico
during the Spanish-American War. The group
began as a volunteer force charged with de-
fending the island. Even though it was an ac-
tive Army Regiment, Puerto Ricans that en-
listed or were appointed as officers in the 65th
could expect to spend their entire military ca-
reers in Puerto Rico.

In 1917, one year after Puerto Ricans were
granted American citizenship, the 65th was re-
organized as the Puerto Rican Regiment of In-

fantry. In 1920 it became the 65th Infantry
Regiment.

During World War 1, the 65th Infantry pro-
tected the Panama Canal Zone against Ger-
many and other opposing nations. After the
war, they returned to garrison duty in Puerto
Rico.

During World War II, the 65th moved first to
Panama in January of 1943, then to France in
September 1944. The 65th fought in several
European battlefields, including, the decisive
skirmish near the River Arno, the Ardennes
and other key engagements along the French
and Italian borders. The unit also carried out
civil actions and security duties such as guard-
ing high-ranking Nazi officials during the Nur-
emberg trials.

The 65th became a highly decorated unit
during the second World War, with members
earning the Distinguished Service Cross, two
Silver Stars, 90 Purple Hearts, 22 Bronze
Stars and 1,367 Combat Infantry Badges,
After the war, the group returned to garrison
duty in Puerto Rico.

On September 23, 1950, the 65th Infantry
Regiment entered the Korean Conflict. This
unit, the only segregated Hispanic unit in the
Army’s history was composed mostly of native
Puerto Ricans. In Korea the group participated
in nine major campaigns, saw intense action
and distinguished itself with gallant combat
performances. It became one of the most
highly decorated army units in history. These
honors include a United States Presidential
Unit Citation, a Meritorious Unit Commenda-
tion, two Republic of Korea Presidential Unit
Citations and the Greek Gold Medal for Brav-
ery.

The men of the 65th Infantry, the
‘‘Borinqueneers’’ as they came to be known,
were awarded four distinguished Service
Crosses, 155 Silver Stars, 562 Bronze Stars
and 1,014 Purple Hearts among other awards.
Borinqueneers is a word indigenous to Puerto
Rico meaning, ‘‘native islander.’’

The United States Army dissolved the 65th
Infantry Regiment in 1956. On February 15,
1959 the 65th Infantry became a regiment in
the Puerto Rico Army National Guard.

Today the 65th Infantry continues its proud
tradition of service as part of the 92nd Infantry
Brigade.

In 1992, the National Guard honored the
unit with a Heritage painting. The scene de-
picts the regiment conducting a bayonet
charge against a Chinese division in Korea on
February 2, 1951. More than 61,000 Puerto
Ricans served in the Korean Conflict. More
than 6,000 served in the 65th. In addition,
more than 732 Puerto Ricans lost their lives in
Korea.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Puerto Rican Parade of Paterson
2000/Desfile Puertorriquen

˜
o, Inc. 2000, Puerto

Rico, the United States and me in recognizing
the outstanding and invaluable contributions of
the 65th Infantry Regiment from Puerto Rico.
Throughout its 100 years of service, the 65th
has always lived up to its motto, ‘‘Honor and
Fidelity.’’
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S. 1402, VETERANS AND DEPEND-

ENTS MILLENNIUM EDUCATION
ACT

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, as an origi-
nal co-sponsor of the House version of this
measure, I commend the House and the
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee for bring-
ing this long-awaited increase in education re-
sources for veterans to quick passage. I urge
the Senate to accept the House version and
send this bill to the President.

In this legislation, we boost Montgomery GI
bill funding significantly. The increase is fully
offset and will go directly to veterans to help
pay for their education. The bill would primarily
increase the Montgomery GI Bill (MGIB) ben-
efit from $536 to $600 per month on October
1, 2000, and to $720 per month on October 1,
2002, for full-time students, with proportionate
increases for part-time students. I am dis-
appointed that we cannot offer a benefit which
is tied to the real escalating costs of higher
education, and plans that recognize the actual
growing costs of tuition should be given their
day.

As a college professor who taught and ad-
vised students who were eligible for Mont-
gomery GI bill benefits, I know first hand the
tremendous help that this program has con-
ferred upon those who have served their na-
tion.

I am pleased with the additional provisions
of S. 1402. As amended, these include:

1. Furnishing individuals still on active duty
who either turned down a previous opportunity
to convert to the MGIB or had a zero balance
in their Vietnam-era Veterans’ Education As-
sistance Program (VEAP) account, the option
to pay $2,700 to convert to MGIB eligibility.

2. Increasing survivors’ and dependents’
educational assistance benefits for full-time
students from $485 to $600 per month effec-
tive October 1, 2000, and $720 per month ef-
fective October 1, 2002, with proportionate in-
creases for part-time students; also authorizes
an annual cost of living adjustment.

4. Permiting the award of Survivors’ and De-
pendents’ Educational Assistance payments to
be retroactive to the date of the entitling event,
that is, service-connected death or award of
100 percent disability rating.

5. Allowing monthly educational assistance
benefits to be paid between term, quarter, or
semester intervals of up to 8 weeks.

6. Allowing use of MGIB benefits to pay the
fee for a veteran’s civilian occupational licens-
ing or certification examination.

The added flexibility this bill would provide is
crucial as more and more veterans seek high-
er education after their service. While this
does not satisfy all the problems that may be
out there or emerge in the future, it goes a
long way in boosting the finest educational
program for those who have served, the Mont-
gomery GI bill.

I regret missing the vote on this important
bill, where I would have voted aye on pas-
sage, as I was in the district attending my
daughter’s high school graduation.

TRIBUTE TO NORBERT L. KANE,
AN OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR
AND CHICAGO CITIZEN

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute today to a dedicated educator who
has spent the last 44 years serving the Chi-
cago Public School (CPS) system and the
Southwest side of Chicago. This year, Norbert
L. Kane, an Assistant Principal at Hubbard
High School, will be retiring after 35 years of
hard work for local students.

Norbert Kane represents all that Chicago
citizens can ask for in an educator. He is a
devoted family man, married to Delores Kane
and a father of six children. Professionally,
Norbert excelled in the program of manage-
ment for Hubbard High School—Region 5.
With his many organizational talents, Norbert
earned the respect of his many colleagues
and students.

In addition, Norbert has been honored for
his many self-less contributions to the 3rd
Congressional District and Southwest Chi-
cago. For several years, Mr. Kane adminis-
tered the Combined Charities Campaign, as
well as numerous blood drives. He has also
served as American Legion District Com-
mander—1st Division, while being constantly
committed to the beautification of Hubbard
High School.

Mr. Speaker, Hubbard High School is re-
grettably going to lose an outstanding Assist-
ant Principal and public servant. It gives me
great pleasure to share Mr. Kane’s accom-
plishments with my colleagues today. Again, I
thank Norbert L. Kane for his many years of
service, and I wish him equal success in his
retirement.
f

THE RESURRECTION PROJECT
CELEBRATES ITS 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, it is a great
privilege for me to pay tribute to the Resurrec-
tion Project (TRP) for its invaluable work cre-
ating healthy communities on the occasion of
its 10th anniversary.

Founded on May 22, 1990 by a coalition of
Pilsen churches, The Resurrection Project is
an institution-based neighborhood organization
whose mission is to build relationships and
challenge people to act on their faith and val-
ues to create healthy communities through or-
ganizing, education and community develop-
ment.

The Resurrection Project provides assist-
ance through community organizing, family
programs, housing services, real estate devel-
opment, asset management and workforce
and business development.

The Resurrection Project builds institutional
power and develops new leadership by orga-
nizing through its member institutions and
block club network. TRP prepares leaders to
actively participate in the issues affecting their

community. TRP’s Family and Community
Programs respond to the developmental
needs of children, adults and families by build-
ing upon their values and culture. Each pro-
gram works to build skills and create opportu-
nities that promote stronger families. TRP pro-
grams include Esperanza Familiar (Family
Hope), Supportive Housing Programs and the
Centro Familiar Guadalupano (Guadalupano
Family Center). The Housing Services division
educates families on property ownership
issues and facilitates investment by residents
and financial institutions into the community.

TRP staff provides home owner education,
client counseling and oversees the marketing
and sales for its New Homes program. The
Resurrection Project also develops and ren-
ovates community-owned real estate in a sus-
tainable, affordable manner. TRP undertakes
the property acquisition, financial packaging
and construction management for its rental
housing and commercial developments. TRP
also oversees the physical, financial and ten-
ant management of all its properties, ensuring
the long term sustainability of the organiza-
tion’s real estate projects. TRP is developing
the economic capacity of community residents
through an innovative approach to workforce
and business development. The Resurrection
Construction Cooperative provides entrepre-
neurial assistance to new and emerging con-
struction related businesses. The Resurrection
Loan Fund provides working capital loans up
to one-hundred thousand dollars to these busi-
nesses. The Resurrection Employment pro-
gram offers comprehensive support to individ-
uals seeking better employment. Staff pro-
vides support on an individual basis, assess-
ing skills and guiding participants through the
job-seeking process.

Resurrection Project’s exceptional work for
our community has been recognized with
awards such as the LaSalle Bank’s Tom
Gobby Community Leadership Award, BP
Amoco Foundation’s BP Amoco Leader Award
for job creation, Bank of America’s Community
Impact Award and Fannie Mae Foundation’s
Maxwell Award of Excellence for the Produc-
tion of Low Income Housing.

Some of TRPs accomplishments include
building 112 new homes for low and moderate
income families, developing a new daycare
and after school care center for 208 children,
assisting 32 local contractors to begin, de-
velop and expand their own construction busi-
nesses, creating a bilingual second stage
housing program for homeless single mothers
and generating more than twenty-five million
dollars in community investment.

I have witnessed the many positive accom-
plishments of the Resurrection Project
throughout my community. The organization’s
hard work, commitment and dedication is in-
valuable to the people I serve. I commend the
Resurrection Project for ten years of building
affordable new homes and rental housing,
helping businesses grow, challenging commu-
nity residents to become leaders and strength-
ening families through the development of new
child care centers.
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TRIBUTE TO FERNANDO LUIS GAR-

CIA, EURIPIDES RUBIO, JR., CAR-
LOS JAMES LOZADA AND HEC-
TOR COLON SANTIAGO

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday June 6, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call your attention to the deeds of four distin-
guished servicemen, who were honored on
Friday, May 26, 2000 by the Puerto Rican Pa-
rade of Paterson 2000/Desfile Puertorriquen

˜
o,

Inc. 2000 in coordination with Memorial Day. It
is only fitting since these soldiers, Fernando
Luis Garcia, Euripides Rubio, Jr., Carlos
James Lozada and Hector Colon Santiago are
among the 3,400 plus brave men that have
merited the Medal of Honor. The Medal of
Honor is the highest award for valor in action
against an enemy force that can be bestowed
upon an individual serving in the Armed Serv-
ices of the United States. The Medal is gen-
erally presented to its recipient by the Presi-
dent of the United States of America in the
name of Congress, it is often called the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor. The world lost four
truly remarkable people when these four brave
men perished while in the line of duty.

Fernando Luis Garcia served as a Private
First Class in the United States Marine Corps,
Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 1st Ma-
rine Division. He entered the service in San
Juan Puerto Rico. He was born on August 14,
1929 in Utuado, Puerto Rico.

The stellar life of Fernando Luis Garcia was
cut short when he was killed in Korea on Sep-
tember 5, 1952. An excerpt from his citation
notes, ‘‘He was intrepid in his service as a
member of Company I, in action against
enemy aggressor forces. PFC Garcia
unhesitatingly chose to sacrifice himself for the
life of another Marine. His great personal valor
and cool decision in the face of almost certain
death, sustain and enhance the finest tradi-
tions of the United States Naval Services. He
gallantly gave his life for his country.’’

Euripides Rubio, Jr. attained the rank of
Captain in the United States Army in Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Bat-
talion, 28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division,
RVN. He entered the service at Fort Bu-
chanan in Puerto Rico. He was born on March
1, 1938 in Ponce, Puerto Rico.

The military exploits of Euripides Rubio
were marked with bravery and valor. He start-
ed his tour of duty on July 10, 1966 and lost
his life on November 8, 1966 in Tay Ninh
Province, Republic of Vietnam. He was 28
years old. His citation shows he was feted for,
‘‘Braving withering fire, aiding the wounded,
unhesitatingly assuming command and self-
lessly exposing himself to enemy fire. Captain
Rubio’s singularly heroic act turned the tide of
battle, and his extraordinary leadership and
valor were a magnificent inspiration to his
men.’’ His name can be found on the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC on the
wall panel 12E, row 44.

Carlos James Lozada served his country at
the rank of Private First Class in the United
States Army, 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry,
173rd Airborne Brigade. He entered the serv-
ice in New York City, New York. He was born
on September 6, 1946 in Caguas, Puerto
Rico.

The venerable Carlos James Lozada began
his tour of duty on June 11, 1967. He was
struck down, while missing, at the age of 21.
He died on November 20, 1967 in Dak To,
Republic of Vietnam. Part of his citation reads,
‘‘PFC Lozada apparently realized that if he
abandoned his position, there would be noth-
ing to hold back the surging North Vietnamese
solders and that the entire Company with-
drawal would be jeopardized. He made this
decision realizing that the enemy was con-
verging on three sides. His heroic deed served
as an inspiration to his comrades throughout
the ensuing four-day battle.’’ His name is in-
scribed on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
wall panel 30E, row 45.

Hector Colon Santiago’s rank was Specialist
Fourth Class. He served in the United States
Army, Company B, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry
Division. He entered the service in New York
City, New York. He was born on December
20, 1942 in Salinas, Puerto Rico.

A remarkable individual, Hector Colon
Santiago began his tour of duty on October
23, 1967. He died at the age of 25 on June
28, 1968 in Quang Tri Province, Republic of
Vietnam. A portion of his citation states, ‘‘Spe-
cialist Fourth Class Santiago-Colon distin-
guished himself at the cost of his life while
serving as a gunner in the mortar platoon of
Company B. He heroically sacrificed himself to
save the lives of those who occupied the fox-
hole with him, and provided them with the in-
spiration to continue fighting until they had
forced the enemy to retreat from the perim-
eter.’’ His name is etched in the wall of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial on panel 54W,
Row, 13.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, the Puerto Rican Parade of Paterson
2000/Desfile Puertorriquen

˜
o, Inc. 2000, Puerto

Rico, the United States and me in recognizing
the outstanding and invaluable achievements
and sacrifices of Fernando Luis Garcia,
Euripides Rubio, Jr., Carlos James Lozada
and Hector Colon Santiago. Each of these
men was cited for, ‘‘Conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and be-
yond the call of duty.’’
f

TRIBUTE TO MARY KORTE—PRESI-
DENTIAL AWARD FOR EXCEL-
LENCE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this moment to congratulate Mary Korte
for receiving the 1999 Presidential Award for
Excellence in Mathematics and Science
Teaching. She is one of 200 teachers to re-
ceive this prestigious award nationally and one
of four to receive this award from Colorado.
She will also receive a $7,500 grant in the
name of Grand Junction High School in con-
junction with the award. Her dedication and
enthusiasm are unsurpassed in the field of
math and science.

Mary’s real passion lies in educating her
students about the environment. A class enti-
tled ‘‘River Dynamics’’ is one included in her
curriculum. This class allows students to rigor-
ously investigate rivers using many different
academic skills. She encourages students to

be ‘‘hands on’’ and enjoys seeing them ac-
tively participate in their environmental com-
munities.

It is encouraging to see teachers of Mary’s
stature receive awards for excellence in their
prescribed academic rigor. Mary has also re-
ceived the Radio Shack National Teachers
Award among her many accomplishments. I
am confident she will continue to strive for
academic excellence and continue to encour-
age our future generations to pursue an active
role in the health of their environment.
f

THE ADMISSION OF ISRAEL TO
THE ‘‘WEOG’’ GROUP AT THE
UNITED NATIONS IS A CRITICAL
STEP FORWARD

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, just a few days

ago the leaders of Western Europe took an
immensely important step by inviting the State
of Israel to join the ‘‘Western Europe and
Other Group’’ (WEOG) at the United Nations.
Membership in a regional grouping is signifi-
cant at the United Nations because seats on
the UN Security Council and other similar ro-
tating positions are made through regional
caucuses.

Israel has been a member of the United Na-
tions since 1949—the year after the State of
Israel was officially proclaimed—but during
that half century, until it was invited to join the
WEOG group last week, it was never a mem-
ber of a regional group. As a result, Israel is
the only country in the UN never to hold one
of the rotating Security Council seats.

Mr. Speaker, this welcome decision is one
that many of our colleagues in the Congress
have fought to achieve through letters, resolu-
tions and similar actions. Several months ago,
at my suggestion, the ambassadors in Wash-
ington of the countries who are members of
the WEOG group were invited to a meeting
with members of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations, where we pressed for the
inclusion of Israel in that regional grouping.
This important meeting made clear to our
friends in Western Europe the importance that
we in the Congress have given to this issue,
and I think it was essential in helping to over-
come the ill-founded resistance to Israel’s par-
ticipation in WEOG.

As I said to that large group of ambas-
sadors attending the meeting, geographical
proximity is not a consideration since WEOG
includes, Turkey, the United States, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand, in addition to the
countries of Western Europe. Israel’s strong
links with Europe and North America as well
as its advanced economy make its interests
and policies very consistent with those of the
other participants in the WEOG. Israel’s exclu-
sion from the Asia Group and the Middle East
subgroup is a case of blatant discrimination
and a deliberate effort to de-legitimize the
State of Israel.

Some of the countries who are members of
WEOG were particularly supportive of Israel’s
participation, and I want to thank in particular
the United Kingdom, as well as the northern
countries of Denmark, Norway, Sweden and
Finland for their enlightened efforts on this
matter.
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Mr. Speaker, I would also like to pay tribute

to many of those who have worked to bring
Israel into more complete participation in the
United Nations.

The United States representative to the UN,
Ambassador Richard Holbrooke, has been an
important voice for resolving this issue. He ap-
propriately called this decision to admit Israel
to WEOG ‘‘the rectification of a long-standing
and wholly inexcusable exclusion of one coun-
try—and one country only—from any of the re-
gional groups of the United Nations.’’

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan also has
personally been involved in the effort to re-
solve this important issue. When Israel was in-
vited to join the WEOG the Secretary General
said ‘‘this step rectifies a long-standing anom-
aly’’ which ‘‘should pave the way for Israel to
participate on an equal footing with other na-
tions in the main organs of the United Nations,
and it upholds the principle, enshrined in the
Charter, of equality among all member states.’’

Mr. Speaker, this temporary membership for
Israel in WEOG is not the final step for Israel’s
full participation in the United Nations, and I
am disappointed that the United Nations is still
treating Israel differently than other nations.
Although Israel will be a member of WEOG, it
has been asked to forgo the opportunity to
take its turn holding the most influential seats,
such as the Security Council, for the foresee-
able future. Also, the invitation does not in-
clude the right to participate in European cau-
cuses at United Nations regional offices in Ge-
neva, Vienna, and Nairobi. The failure to in-
clude Israel in Geneva caucuses is significant
because the UN Human Rights Commission is
headquartered in Geneva, and this organiza-
tion has frequently taken a hostile attitude to-
ward Israel.

Mr. Speaker, I welcome the decision of the
WEOG to invite Israel to participate, but I em-
phasize that this is only a first step. Unfortu-
nately, this first step does not fully rectify the
half-century of discrimination at the United Na-
tions to which the State of Israel has been
subjected. I look forward to Israel’s full partici-
pation, and I invite my colleagues to join me
as we continue our efforts in this regard.
f

AUTHORIZING EXTENSION OF NON-
DISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT
(NORMAL TRADE RELATIONS
TREATMENT) TO PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA

SPEECH OF

HON. TIM ROEMER
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday May 24, 2000

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, today we are
considering an incredibly important piece of
legislation, legislation that will affect the way
our Nation and our world move into the next
millennium. However, I would like to outline
three simple points that should show why sup-
porting Permanent Normal Trade Relations for
China is the right thing to do, both for the ben-
efit of the United States and the people of
China. Those three points are the economic
benefits to American workers and business,
the human rights benefits for the people of
China, and the necessity to move forward into
a more productive and challenging relationship
with the government of China.

First, and most important to our commu-
nities and constituents, is the way in which
PNTR for China will help Americans economi-
cally.

Many people become understandably con-
fused over the complexities of trade policy.
However, the necessity of PNTR can be easily
explained. China will soon be joining the
WTO, and that is not a matter to be decided
in Congress. However, as part of the terms of
their accession to the WTO, China has been
required to negotiate a bilateral trade agree-
ment with the United States. We won those
negotiations.

The agreement that was reached requires
China to throw open their doors to American
business and agriculture. They will reduce tar-
iffs on American-made products from auto-
mobiles and aircraft landing systems, to soy-
beans and pork products. They will dramati-
cally reduce existing quotas on American
made products. They will increase the access
to their domestic economy by opening up dis-
tribution and marketing channels. All of these
changes mean that American businesses will
be able to sell more of their products to more
Chinese people. At the same time, the United
States gives up nothing to the Chinese—not
one single thing. There is absolutely nothing in
this agreement that would encourage an
American company to move to China. In fact
the agreement actually gives American com-
panies more incentive to stay in the United
States. More exports to China means more
jobs for Americans at better wages. Passing
PNTR will change the status quo, and allow
us to export American products, not American
jobs.

However, if this body fails to pass this
measure today, the United States will not be
able to take advantage of that deal. The cur-
rent status quo will remain, and American
companies will find it increasingly difficult to
sell their wares to a booming Chinese market.
In fact, due to the fact that the European
Union, and other countries in Asia and around
the world have similar agreements with China,
American companies will actually be worse off
than they are now! The other WTO members
will be able to market their products to China
more efficiently than we can, effectively shut-
ting the United States out of the China market.

The choice is simple: Economic stagnation
and regression, or commercial growth and
prosperity. We need to respond to the new
global economy, driven by a technological rev-
olution, with a new fair trade policy.

The choice is just as clear on the issue of
human rights.

It may be easy for people in Washington,
D.C. to speculate what policies might be best
for the Chinese people. However, when it
comes to improving the human rights and po-
litical freedoms of people in China, I tend to
place more weight on what the people in
China, fighting those fights every day, think is
best for themselves.

The following human rights advocates
strongly endorse this new policy:

Martin Lee—chairman of the Democratic
Party of Hong Kong which struggles daily to
maintain the freedoms that are unique to that
region;

Xie Wanjun—chief director of the China De-
mocracy Party, most of whose members are
now in detention in China;

Nie Minzhi—a member of the China Democ-
racy party who is under house arrest as we
stand in this chamber today;

Zhou Yang—a veteran of the 1979 Democ-
racy Wall movement;

Bao Tong—a persecuted dissident and
human rights activist;

Dai Quing—an environmentalist and writer
who served time in prison after Tiananmen
Square;

Zhou Litai—a pioneering Chinese labor law-
yer who represents injured workers in legal
battles against Chinese companies;

Even the Dalai Lama himself, probably the
most famous Chinese dissident in the world,
supports WTO accession.

All of these people have been fighting for
democracy and freedom in China on the
ground, day-to-day. They all say the same
thing: Support PNTR for China. They say this
because they have seen how the annual re-
newal of NTR for China has become a bar-
gaining chip for an oppressive government.
They have seen firsthand how engagement
with the United States has made China a
more open society. They don’t want to be-
come isolated from the world. They want to
join us in freedom and democracy.

Working to ensure human rights in China is
the right thing to do. However voting against
PNTR is not the way to do it. We need to lis-
ten to the brave people fighting the good fight
on the ground in China, and we need to pass
PNTR. Very prominent Americans, such as
Gen. Colin Powell, Rev. Billy Graham, and
President Jimmy Carter agree with this ap-
proach.

Finally, I want to stress the need for a
change in our relationship with China. While
we have come to see some improvement in
China since the late 1970’s, the Chinese gov-
ernment has still remained insular, resistant to
change, and unwilling to allow sweeping re-
forms. The relationship between our two coun-
tries has warmed, but it has not completely
thawed.

Voting against PNTR is telling China and
the rest of the world that you like things the
way they are today; that you prefer the status
quo. As a an elected representative to Con-
gress however, I cannot in good conscience
say that keeping the status quo with China is
best way for our country to proceed in this
new millennium.

Isolation and recriminations in the face of
repression get us nowhere. One only has to
look next door to China to North Korea. We
cut that country off from the world fifty years
ago, and look what happened to them. North
Korea is easily one of the most unstable, irra-
tional, and hostile nations on this planet.
Human rights and political freedoms are non-
existent, and on top of it all, their people are
slowly starving to death in a massive famine.
Is that what we want China to become? Do
we want to shut China off from the world? Will
we refuse to challenge and engage the Chi-
nese government?

I say that pursuing a policy of thoughtless
isolationism is not only economical suicide for
the American worker, it is also callously
dismissive of those brave souls in China who
are trying to create change and fight for
human rights.

We must vote for PNTR today. We must ac-
tively work to make our world a better place
for our children. We must reach out to the Chi-
nese and attempt to lead them down the right
path to embrace our values of democracy,
open markets, and human rights. We must
help them become a modern nation. The
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United States will probably be the main bene-
ficiary of this evolution in China, but it will help
the Chinese people some day join our fellow-
ship of democratic nations with a respect for
universal human rights.
f

CONDEMNING THE ACTIONS OF
IRAN REGARDING 13 JEWISH
CITIZENS

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to express
my outrage about the ongoing activities in the
City of Shiraz, Iran. Thirteen Jewish citizens of
Iran were arrested on Passover eve in 1999
for allegedly spying for Israel and the United
States, despite adamant denials from both
countries regarding these trumped-up allega-
tions. These individuals, including rabbis, reli-
gious teachers, and community activists, have
committed no crime other than openly prac-
ticing the Jewish religion. In Iran, members of
the Jewish faith are prohibited from holding
any positions that would grant them access to
state secrets or sensitive materials; thus, there
is no possibility that Israel or the United States
would employ 13 Jewish individuals to be
spies—particularly those living hundreds of
miles from the capital city of Tehran. Accord-
ing to the Los Angeles-based Council of Ira-
nian American Jewish Organizations, Iranian
officials have even admitted that the charges
of espionage were false. ‘‘They have never
claimed there 13 people were spies. . . .
They were very forthright and up front about
the fact that this is part of a game, and to
show that Iran will not be bullied and that they
have ultimate control over their citizens.’’

The Iranian government’s false accusations
of spying and arrests of innocent individuals
on these sham charges are wholly unaccept-
able. If these ludicrous charges are allowed to
stand, these innocent individuals may be
found guilty and executed. The government of
Iran must know that the world community is
watching and will not stand by idly and accept
this treatment of our contemporaries!

Since the arrests over one year ago, the Ira-
nian government has treated these Jewish citi-
zens in a deplorable manner and denied them
any due process. Primarily, the government
detained these innocent individuals for over
one year without being charged. During that
time, they were barely allowed any visitors.
Moreover, no attorney was allowed to visit or
meet with the 13 Jewish citizens. Finally, the
three youngest citizens were released on bail,
but the other ten Jewish citizens are still being
wrongly detained. Inherently unfair, the
‘‘judge’’ is also the investigator, chief interro-
gator behind bars, prosecutor, and jury in this
sham trial. These trials are devoid of public at-
tendance; there is virtually no information or
evidence provided, only hollow conclusionary
and coerced confessions without any details.

Recent actions have brought further con-
cerns. Just before the ‘‘trial’’ began in early
May, a leading Iranian cleric delivered a ser-
mon over state radio declaring, ‘‘These people
are spies . . . they are Jews and are . . .
by nature enemies of Muslims.’’ Most dis-
concerting, since the beginning of May, these
Jewish citizens are beginning to ‘‘confess’’ to

crimes that they did not commit. Now the Ira-
nian government is showing these alleged
confessions on television. This vicious propa-
ganda is impacting Jews negatively throughout
Iran. Jews throughout the country—even Jew-
ish children—are experiencing harassment on
the street, at work, and in school. There are
reports of anti-Jewish graffiti and fears of an
economic boycott of Jewish-owned shops.
This anti-Semitism and persecution of Jews
must stop, and it must stop immediately.

The oldest Jewish Diaspora community and
the biggest in the Middle East after Israel,
Jews lived in peace in Iran for more than 2700
years. In 1979, there were 80,000 Jews living
comfortably in Iran. Since the Islamic Revolu-
tion of 1979, however, the Iranian government
has consistently articulated anti-Israel and
anti-Semitic propaganda. In the last twenty
years, seventeen Jews have been executed
on charges of spying, and Jewish property has
been confiscated. Many of these executions
occurred without any trials of the accused.
Now, there are only 25,000–30,000 Jewish
citizens, and the entire Jewish community is
threatened by further state sponsored religious
persecution.

In May, we in Congress took steps to em-
phasize how seriously this sham trial will affect
Iran’s status in the world community. We
wrote to the World Bank and contacted na-
tions on the bank’s loan approval board to
urge postponement of pending loans for devel-
opment projects for Iran. Unfortunately, loans
to Iran were approved for hundreds of millions
of dollars. Our government—President Clinton
and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright,
rightfully indicated that the World Bank should
not have made these loans to Iran at the very
time that its government was conducting these
sham trials. Nonetheless, Members of Con-
gress or other world leaders will not overlook
the outcome of this ‘‘trial.’’

In addition, I am a proud co-sponsor of H.
Con. Res. 307, a critical resolution introduced
by my New York colleague, Mr. BENJAMIN GIL-
MAN. This important measure expresses the
sense of Congress that the Clinton Administra-
tion should condemn the arrest and prosecu-
tion of these 13 Jewish individuals, demand
that the fabricated charges be dropped and
the individuals released immediately, and en-
sure that Iran’s treatment of this case is a
benchmark for determining the nature of cur-
rent and future relations between the United
States and Iran. We must work quickly and
diligently to pass this important resolution.

I stand here to urge the government of Iran
to release all 13 wrongly imprisoned citizens
and drop all charges against these innocent
individuals immediately. I also urge our gov-
ernment to continue to apply pressure to the
government of Iran until this anti-Semitic be-
havior is terminated. We must be vigilant and
work tirelessly until the government of Iran has
restored freedom and respect to all its people.
f

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT FOSTER,
CLIFTON OPTIMIST YEAR 2000
FRIEND OF YOUTH AWARD

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000
Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

call to your attention the deeds of a remark-

able person from my district, Robert Foster of
Clifton, New Jersey, who was recognized on
Friday, May 12, 2000 at the Optimist Dinner
because of his many years of service and
leadership. The Clifton Optimist Year 2000
Friend of Youth Award was conferred upon
him at a dinner held at the Clifton Boys and
Girls Club. It is only fitting that he is honored,
for he has a long history of caring, generosity
and commitment to others.

Robert was recognized for his many years
of leadership in Clifton, which I have been
honored to represent in Congress since 1997,
and so it is only fitting that these words are
immortalized in the annals of this greatest of
all freely elected bodies.

Each year the Clifton Optimist Club recog-
nizes a special person for his work with youth.
This year the award is bestowed upon Robert,
Director of the Boys and Girls Club of Clifton.
He is an excellent choice for this honor be-
cause he embodies the theme ‘‘Friend of
Youth’’ with his dedicated service and affili-
ations involving the children of the City of Clif-
ton.

Robert is a graduate of Springfield College
in Springfield, Massachusetts. He received his
Bachelor of Science degree in Recreation and
Leisure Services from the school in 1980.

From the time of his graduation, twenty
years ago, until the present day, Robert has
worked at the Boys and Girls Club of Clifton,
Inc. improving the lives of young people. He
began his career as the Teens/Social Recre-
ation Director of the club. In January of 1986
he became the program director for the orga-
nization. This change brought him a greater
range of responsibility. The time spent working
as the Teen/Social Recreation Director in-
stilled in Robert the attributes necessary for
him to become a stellar force in the commu-
nity. It was the small steps in the beginning of
his career that taught him the fundamentals
that would make him a role model to the
youths that he now serves.

Known for a questioning mind and an ability
to get things done, Robert was promoted to
his current position of Director of Operations in
September of 1991. He is responsible for the
daily operations of the Boys and Girls Club of
Clifton. The club currently serves 2,200 youths
from the ages of two and a half to seventeen.

Robert continually touches the lives of the
people around him. This is exemplified by his
club affiliations. He is a member of the Clifton
Optimist Club and is a Clifton Stallions Soccer
Club Trustee. In addition, he is a member of
the Clifton Board of Recreation.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Robert’s family and friends, the Boys
and Girls Club of Clifton, the City of Clifton
and me in recognizing the outstanding and in-
valuable service to the community of Robert
Foster.
f

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE STRAFACE—
FORMER DISTRICT 51 SUPER-
INTENDENT

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this moment to thank George Straface for
the time he spent as Superintendent of District
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51 in western Colorado. George Straface truly
had a passion for education and it was evident
in the effort he put forth. George dedicated
nearly 20 years of his life to District 51, six of
them acting as Superintendent. His presence
will surely be missed.

George brought to the District an ability to
balance all of the difficult tasks that are re-
quired of a superintendent. He did his job to
the best of his ability and influenced all of the
educators around him. His abilities to listen to
and motivate people distinguished him in his
leadership role. Not only was George able to
accommodate the many needs of parents,
teachers, and students, but also George’s
strong vision helped make the District a rep-
utable model for others around the state.

Mr. Straface will continue his pursuit of fur-
thering education as he has agreed to take
the position of Head of Schools in West-
minster, Colorado. I am sure that he will con-
tinue to put education as the first priority on
his agenda and continue to encourage edu-
cators to assist students in furthering their
learning endeavors. I wish him the best of luck
and thank him for his dedicated effort.
f

REMARKS OF RABBI IRVING
GREENBERG AT THE DAYS OF
REMEMBRANCE COMMEMORA-
TION

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
May 4, Members of Congress joined with rep-
resentatives of the diplomatic corps, executive
and judicial branch officials and hundreds of
Holocaust survivors and their families to com-
memorate the Days of Remembrance in the
Great Rotunda of the United States Capitol.
The theme of this year’s commemoration was
‘‘The Holocaust and the New Century: The Im-
perative to Remember.’’

Even after more than half a century, Mr.
Speaker, it is imperative that we continue to
commemorate the horrors of the Holocaust in
order to honor the memory of those victims of
Hitler’s twisted tyranny. We must also mark
this catastrophe because mankind still has not
learned the lessons of this horror, as evi-
denced most recently by the mass killings in
Kosovo.

Mr. Speaker, Rabbi Irving Greenberg, the
newly designated Chairman of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council, delivered
a moving address at this year’s Day of Re-
membrance ceremony. Rabbi Greenberg was
appointed Chair of the Holocaust Council on
February 15 of this year. He previously served
as a member of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Council’s founding board from 1980 to 1988
and again as a member of the board since
1997. He is a pioneer of Holocaust remem-
brance and education in the United States and
in the Jewish-Christian dialogue that has
sought to revise theology in light of the Holo-
caust. He received his Ph.D. from Harvard
University, he is the President of the Jewish
Life Network in New York, and from 1974 to
1997 he served as the founding President of
the National Jewish Center for Learning and
Leadership. He also was executive director of
President Jimmy Carter’s Commission on the

Holocaust. He and his wife, Blu Grenauer
Greenberg, have five children.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that Rabbi Greenberg’s
excellent remarks at the Days of Remem-
brance ceremony in the Capitol be placed in
the RECORD, and I urge my colleagues to give
them thoughtful consideration.

RABBI IRVING GREENBERG’S REMARKS: DAYS
OF REMEMBRANCE—MAY 4, 2000

‘‘Behold I place before your today [for your
choice] life and good, death and evil’’ (Deu-
teronomy 30:15)

And again: ‘‘I call heaven and earth to wit-
ness to you: [the choice of] life and death I
have placed before you, the blessing and the
curse; choose life so that you and your chil-
dren may live.’’ (Deuteronomy 30:19)

These biblical words are more than sacred
scripture. They are the wisdom of living.

Every moment of living is a moment of
choice. From the time we are born, we start
to die. Unless we choose to live, unless we
choose to love, to create children, to build
society, then death will win out finally. No
action is neutral. The next food we choose to
eat is a choice of health and life or it is
harmful and a choice of death. The next word
we speak is a word of love, of healing, of en-
couragement and hope, or it is a word of
stereotyping and degradation, of dismissal
and death of the soul. The next act we do
builds society and repairs the world; or, it is
an act of vandalism, of environmental deg-
radation, of breaking down the world and
death.

As it is with individuals so it is with soci-
eties and nations. There are forces that can
be deployed for human dignity and freedom
and life or these same forces can be deployed
to degrade and enslave, that is in the service
of death.

Sixty to seventy years ago, in a tragic
process we now call the Holocaust, nations
and individuals made a series of decisions
that in sum added up to the choice of death
for millions and millions.

Panicked by economic depression and fear
of social instability, millions of German vot-
ers chose to undermine democracy. They
voted for a politician promising to restore
them by removing the conflicts and risky
choices of modern society, by concentrating
power and by excluding foreigners and
strangers and Jews. Thereby they unleashed
a force of death. Fearful of making hard
choices and of confronting an extremist, po-
litical leaders chose to make a pact with the
devil and brought Adolf Hitler to power.
Then legislators elected to go along with
concentrating that power. Then the Nazis
chose to suppress democracy, to crush the
unions and the socialists and to exclude and
isolate the Jews. Then jurists opted to go
along with perverted justice and bureaucrats
decided to classify and discriminate. These
were all choices that brought death to
power. These were the choices of death.

Two thousand years earlier, a great world
religion had chosen to pursue its own en-
counter with God and salvation and its mes-
sage of love. But those great people chose to
express their spiritual liberation in the form
of a religious monopoly and asserted that
Christianity had superceded the mother reli-
gion, Judaism. This claim was followed by
stereotyping and devaluation of the carriers
of the ancestral religion, the Jews. Thereby
Christians set the Jews up in isolation, as
targets of hatred and stereotyping. In the
20th century, in the hands of new pagans,
new secular racists, even anti-Christians,
these attitudes were turned into lethal deci-
sions to rain death and destruction on the
Jews.

In the Holocaust, whole societies chose
death. Generals in the German Army chose

to set up killing squads. Businesses com-
peted to build gas chambers and crematoria
and supply poison gas. Corporations elected
to use slave labor and work people to death.

Democracies chose to close their doors to
refugees and to remain indifferent and inac-
tive in the face of the anguished cries for
help of the victims. Hundreds of thousands of
professionals and workers exercised their ca-
reer choices to seek out and deliver Jews to
their cruel fate. Millions of neighbors chose
to remain silent or to look the other way or
even to actively cooperate with despoliation
and death.

Unchecked by counter choices, the forces
of death and degradation always spread their
focus. The Nazis set up a machinery of op-
pression so millions of Poles were enslaved
and persecuted and whole cadres were seized
and killed. Roma/Gypsies were rounded up
and tens of thousands were killed. Millions
of Russian POW’s were starved and brutal-
ized and executed.

Worldwide, Jewish leadership failed to
grasp the enormity of the catastrophe and to
risk all their standing to goad or dragoon
the world into acting to save lives.

These were all choices of death. In a cas-
cade of such choices, humanity abandoned
millions of humans. Death reigned supreme
and the forces of hatred killed and degraded
millions.

After the war, banks chose to deny the sur-
vivors the return of their own bank ac-
counts, and insurance companies rejected
paying for life insurance policies they had
issued. Others opted to reject responsibility
for this catastrophe or for healing its sur-
vivors. Others choose to this day to deny
that this tragedy even happened.

Thus in the 20th century, a realm of death
was created. A decision to kill a whole peo-
ple—every last person—was made by a gov-
ernment and six million Jews died in the
Shoah. When humanity looked into the
abyss and realized that it now had the power
of technology and human nature had the ca-
pacity for evil to the point of unlimited mur-
der and the death of life itself.

It would appear that the world failed to
stop the triumph of death. But death and
evil did not have the final word.

Then the survivors arose. They chose not
to revenge, not to hate, not to give up in de-
spair and go silently to the grave. They
chose life. They chose to love, to marry, to
have children, to make new lives in new
places. The Jewish people arose and rebuilt
its life; it created the State of Israel where
250,000 survivors and millions of refugees cre-
ated themselves anew. Jewry took power to
protect itself. Throughout the world, mil-
lions, then hundreds of millions learned the
lesson: NEVER AGAIN should people of any
religion, of any race or color, be vulnerable
and dependent for their dignity on the arbi-
trary power of others. National liberation
and the demand for self-determination
spread worldwide. Then outsiders, and sec-
ond-class citizens, and second-class genders
and sexual orientations learned the lessons
of the Holocaust and determined to be free
and equal by right. They chose to work for a
world where human dignity would be uni-
versal and human life supported by political/
cultural/legal structures by right. And tradi-
tional groups shifted from passive accept-
ance to activity to insure that their values
be heard and their dignity upheld.

For decades now, more and more people
have awakened to the need to learn the les-
sons of this catastrophe. Out of love of life,
they determined to preserve the memory of
the victims, of their lives, of their dignity
and courage in their struggle for existence,
of their worlds that were destroyed. Thus
they chose to reaffirm the value of life. More
and more religions chose to confront the
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tragic flaws which facilitated this catas-
trophe and moved to purify themselves. More
and more Christians worldwide have studied
the lessons, confessed the sins and deter-
mined to correct the teachings. Thereby
Christianity chose life and love again and re-
asserted its own vitality as a gospel of love
bringing healing to the world.

This process led the United States Govern-
ment to establish a United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum on the national mall, and
to establish Days of Remembrance in the
very week of Yom Hashoah when the sur-
vivors and the victims’ families devote their
days to remembering. Millions of Ameri-
cans—the vast majority not Jewish, not
Poles or Gypsies or gays or any of the Nazis’
victims whose story is told in the Museum—
come there to confront the painful truth.
Through this encounter, they learn how de-
mocracies fail, when governments turn indif-
ferent, and by what process bureaucracy,
technology, and obedience were turned into
servants of death. Inwardly they pledge to
work that this democracy shall not fail; that
never again will this people stand by indif-
ferently as millions of others are degraded or
destroyed.

Each of these steps represents the choice of
life.

Everywhere, people are coming to under-
stand that the evil we have witnessed, this
model of death and degradation cannot be ig-
nored or even bypassed. Rather there must
be an active response—nothing less than a
mighty outburst of freedom, a choice to
universalize human dignity for life. World-
wide, there is a frenzy of attempts to restore
the human image of God that was defaced
and destroyed. There are urgent efforts to
clear up stereotypes in religion or culture
that degrade others or may lead to indiffer-
ence to their fate. There is a powerful thrust
to develop pluralism in culture, in religion,
in political process, in economic power—to
prevent any concentration of power that
could lead to a future choice of destruction
or suppression of others.

Everywhere worldwide, these forces turn to
the study of the Holocaust. Millions seek out
encounter with its story and people because
the encounter evokes the forces of love, com-
passion, human responsibility, the forces of
life. Wherever people seek life, they draw
strength from the bedrock of memory. Ev-
erywhere, humanity is driven by the goad to
conscience which is intrinsic in Holocaust
education.

Of course the forces of death are not quies-
cent. Out of fear of a changing world and the
transformation of culture, intolerance re-
asserts itself. Forms of fundamentalism
which deny others their freedom of religion
appear. Anti-Semitism and denial of the
rights of foreigners and other outsiders surge
again. Forces of neo-Nazism and terrorism
strengthen. Not surprisingly, such forces
often deny the reality of the Holocaust or be-
little its dimensions.

We are asked. Will there be an imperative
to remember the Holocaust in the 21st cen-
tury? The answer is: As long as humanity
chooses life, then more and more people will
remember and learn the lessons of the Holo-
caust. Then governments will more likely in-
tervene to stop genocide, more likely create
open, pluralist multi cultural societies, more
likely deny dictators the claim that no one
dare interfere in their internal affairs.

The true question is not whether humanity
will honor the imperative to remember the
Holocaust. The true question and challenge
is: will humans rise to greatness in the
choice of life.

Can our conscience seared by the fires of
Auschwitz, become an irresistible political
force so nations will not tolerate, nay, will
intervene to stop genocide? Can the model of

the survivors and the righteous gentiles, in-
spire us to a new human solidarity that will
enable all peoples to live in freedom and
peace?

The memory of the victims and the voices
of the survivors, the actions of the righteous
and the rescuers call out to us: Choose life
that you and your children may live.

f

POPE JOHN PAUL II CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 23, 2000

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 3544 which would award the
Congressional Gold Medal to Pope John Paul
II. As he celebrates his 80th birthday this
Thursday, May 25, the spiritual leader of more
than one billion Catholics around the world
and millions of Catholics in the United States
deserves our nation’s highest Congressional
honor.

In the recent past, we have honored Mother
Teresa and South African President Nelson
Mandela. The Pope clearly serves in such
company as a global figure who continues to
make an impact on spiritual and moral leader-
ship and the struggle for equal rights and pro-
tection for all people.

There is no doubt that historians of the fu-
ture will single out Pope John Paul II as one
of the most influential leaders of his time. He
used all the modern tools in transportation and
communications to personally deliver his mes-
sage of love and compassion to the far
reaches of the globe. He not only made dia-
logue, but also influenced world movements
such as the fall of Communism and the begin-
ning of the third millennium of Christianity on
earth.

We are fortunate to have lived in such
changing times and to have had such leaders
as the Pontiff who recognized the ever-chang-
ing facets of life around him and took steps to
utilize necessary tools to effect change for the
better. As he travels the world, he leads by
example as a symbol of tolerance, peace and
fairness not only for Catholics, but for people
of different faiths, ethnicity and economic sta-
tus. I commend the House for bringing this
legislation to the floor and urge the enactment
of this bill as expeditiously as possible.

f

COMMENDING ISRAEL’S REDE-
PLOYMENT FROM SOUTHERN
LEBANON

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 24, 2000

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to
vote to commend Israel for its courageous de-
cision to withdraw from southern Lebanon.

Israel stands as a reminder of the courage
and strength of the human spirit—and what it
can accomplish. Against all odds and en-
emies, the people of Israel have united to
build a strong nation. It has not been an easy

journey, but it has been a triumphant one.
Now, more than ever, as Israel strives to build
a stable and peaceful region, it is vital that we
unite behind its efforts.

This critical step must be followed by equal
efforts by Israel’s neighbors. It is vital that all
foreign forces withdraw from Lebanese terri-
tory, that all acts of terrorism against the peo-
ple of Israel cease, and that southern Lebanon
be given a real chance of rebuilding and re-
integrating. Southern Lebanon must never be-
come the home base for attacks against Israel
again.

Congratulations again to Israel for taking
this brave step and for continuing to stand as
an example of courage, vigilance, and dedica-
tion to peace.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
AMOS C. SAUNDERS

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call to your attention the deeds of a man
whom I and countless others consider to epit-
omize justice and fairness, the Honorable
Amos C. Saunders of Totowa, New Jersey.
Judge Saunders was recognized on Monday,
May 15, 2000 at the Brownstone House in
Paterson, New Jersey, because of his many
years of service and leadership in the court-
rooms of Passaic County, New Jersey. He
marked the end of his stellar career when he
retired on March 1, 2000. It is only fitting that
Judge Saunders be honored in the annals of
this great body for his unwavering efforts in
the name of the law.

For the past 23 years Judge Amos Saun-
ders has become one of the most well re-
spected Superior Court Judges in the State of
New Jersey. Judge Saunders has presided
over criminal, civil and family courts and was
the judge in Passaic County with the most ju-
dicial experience. Judge Saunders last sat in
the Chancery Division, in which he served for
the last 10 years. In doing his job, Judge
Saunders’ motto was, ‘‘Use your common
sense, be practical, read all the papers and
listen.’’ It is by these words that he served as
judge, but anyone who knows Judge Saun-
ders knows that these words simply under-
state his jurisprudential excellence. As a lead-
er in the judicial community, Judge Saunders’
rulings have often served as both a precedent
and a resource for other judges.

As a judge in the Chancery Division, Judge
Saunders had the opportunity to handle pro-
bate, estate cases and injunctions. Over the
years, however, Judge Saunders perhaps be-
came best known as a nationally respected
expert on the legal aspects of the sport of
boxing. He handled many high profile boxing
cases in his court including those of the promi-
nent boxing promoters Lou and the late Dan
Duva and Don King. In 1997, the International
Boxing Digest magazine listed Judge Saun-
ders as number 16 in the list of boxing’s 50
most influential people.

Born in Paterson on March 9, 1934 and
raised in Paterson and Fair Lawn, New Jer-
sey, Judge Saunders has spent his years in
dedicated service to the community. Judge
Saunders received his Bachelor of Arts degree
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from Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia.
Upon graduation he enrolled in Columbia Law
school in New York where he received his law
degree in 1958. During the first 18 years of his
career, Judge Saunders worked as a private
civil attorney from 1959 until 1977.

In 1977, Judge Saunders was appointed to
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Passaic
County by then Governor Brendan T. Byrne,
and took the bench on December 7, 1978. In
addition to his work in the courtroom, Judge
Saunders has served as a lecturer for the Na-
tional Judicial College. He is also the founding
president of the Justice Robert L. Clifford
American Inn of Court. In addition, Judge
Saunders served as Administrative Judge to
the Bi-State Waterfront Commission of New
York Harbor.

In his retirement Judge Saunders has ex-
pressed interest in focusing on a new career,
his family, his golf game, fishing and travel. In
March of 2000 he began work at Carlet, Garri-
son and Klein, LLP in Clifton, New Jersey as
Counsel to the Firm in Mediation and Arbitra-
tion. He currently resides in Totowa with his
wife Janet, his high school sweetheart. The
couple, who married in 1955, has three chil-
dren and three grandchildren.

As a Congressman and former mayor of
Paterson, New Jersey, Mr. Speaker, I can say
that Judge Amos Saunders has one of the fin-
est judicial minds in the State of New Jersey.
Furthermore, one of my sons, David, had the
honor of serving as Judge Saunders’ judicial
clerk in 1995 and 1996. I know that Judge
Saunders has had a profound effect on his
life.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Judge Saunders’ family and friends,
the County of Passaic, the State of New Jer-
sey and me in recognizing the extraordinary
dedication, commitment and enthusiasm of
Judge Amos C. Saunders in his service to the
judiciary and to the people.
f

HENRY CLARKE, DISTINGUISHED
UNION ORGANIZER AND LEADER

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, after more than 38 years of distin-
guished service to the independent union
movement and to public employees, Henry L.
Clarke will be retiring from Public Employees
Union, Local One, and I rise to honor Henry
and to celebrate his lifetime commitment to
unionism.

In the early years of Henry’s career, he was
hired by the American Federation of Teachers
to help organize the teachers in New York
City. Henry was a part of a small team of pro-
gressive labor activists who organized the en-
tire teacher work force, the largest single
group of teachers in the United States at that
time. He continued to work for the AFT until
1962 when he was hired by the Board of Di-
rectors of the Contra Costa County Employees
Association as the General Manager. Under
Henry’s skifful organizing efforts, membership
in the Association grew from 634 members to
2,100 members in 4 years, and the local
agencies represented expanded to include
school classified employees, city and special

district employees in addition to the employ-
ees of Contra Costa County.

In 1969, the Contra Costa County Employ-
ees Association voted to disafffliate from the
AFL–CIO and under Henry’s leadership
formed Public Employees Union, Local One.
The membership has grown over the years
from fewer than 1,000 members to over
12,000 members. The success of this growth
is based upon the basic principles instituted in
the formation of the union—the members have
a voice in how their union is run; the union or-
ganization is founded upon democratic prin-
ciples; the members have open access to the
General Manager and the staff, and members
freely participate through broad representation
on the union Board of Directors.

Mr. Speaker, Henry Clarke has been an in-
spiration and mentor to other ‘‘independent’’
labor organizations throughout the State of
California, and he was instrumental in devel-
oping and insuring support for a statewide leg-
islative council. Henry has earned a reputation
for being a formidable political force and also
a respected and beloved advocate on behalf
of his members.

Henry Clarke has built Local One on a foun-
dation of honesty and integrity and forged pro-
fessional relationships and friendships with
elected officials, administrators and members.
His powerful representation of his members
has always reflected his compassion for work-
ing men and women as well as his insight into
the needs of the community and the public
served by Local One members.

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully request that my
esteemed colleagues join me in saluting Henry
L. Clarke, an example of honesty, integrity,
and outspoken, effective advocacy on behalf
of the working men and women he has so
ably represented for nearly 40 years.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE MAKE-A-WISH
FOUNDATION ON ITS 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, today I pay spe-
cial tribute to the Make-A-Wish Foundation,
which is celebrating the 20th anniversary of its
founding. A non-profit organization that has 82
chapters nationwide, the Foundation is the
oldest, largest and most-respected wish-grant-
ing organization in the world. Since its found-
ing, it has fulfilled the wishes of 60,000 chil-
dren between the ages of 2 and 18 who suffer
from life-threatening illnesses.

The Mid-Atlantic chapter was established in
1983 by concerned Maryland citizens who had
heard about how the Foundation began with
the granting of a wish of a 7-year-old boy with
leukemia in Arizona. Since then, the Mid-At-
lantic chapter has fulfilled the wishes of more
than 3,000 children from Maryland, Delaware,
Northern Virginia and Washington, D.C. Now
one of the four largest chapters based on the
number of wishes granted, the Mid-Atlantic
chapter has grown from granting only three
wishes its first year, to more than 300 in the
fiscal year 1998.

Deeply committed to granting the wishes of
each approved child, the Foundation depends
on not only the service of more than 13,000

volunteers, but also the support of individual
and group donations, corporate and small
business contributions, foundation grants,
community events, and Wish Friends Inc., a
non-profit organization that produces events
and other developmental programs to benefit
the Foundation.

I hope that my colleagues will join me in sa-
luting the Make-A-Wish Foundation for its ef-
forts and success on the behalf of children
over the past 20 years, and congratulating
Ralph A. Nappi, Jr., President of the Mid-At-
lantic chapter of the Foundation, and the en-
tire chapter for their tireless work in ensuring
the fulfillment of each child’s wish.
f

SALUTE TO COMMANDER AL
BERNARD

HON. SONNY CALLAHAN
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring a
man of outstanding accomplishment, Com-
mander Al Bernard.

Commander Bernard is retiring from the
United States Coast Guard this week, and I
would like to call attention to his extraordinary
and meritorious service to his country.

Mr. Speaker, as you know, the Coast Guard
is an invaluable branch of the United States
military. The men and women of our Coast
Guard keep our waters free of narcotics and
illegal aliens, perform almost all of the search
and rescue missions for the United States and
provide security and safety in our waterways.

This is just a small sampling of the duties
performed by the Coast Guard. We all owe
them a huge debt of gratitude for the services
they provide.

For 24 years, Commander Bernard has
faithfully performed these and other duties in
service to our great country. Prior to donning
the Coast Guard uniform, Commander Ber-
nard was also a proud U.S. Marine, where he
served as an infantryman in Southeast Asia.
He has spent more than half of his life in serv-
ice to this nation and today, we are a grateful
nation for his sacrifice.

From his humble beginnings operating small
boats as a coxswain to his assignment as liai-
son officer to the House of Representatives in
Washington, Commander Bernard has per-
formed each and every job as a true patriot.

He quickly rose through the ranks of the
Coast Guard and in 1979, he was accepted to
Officer Candidate School. After receiving his
commission, Al’s first assignment was as a se-
curity officer at Training Center New York,
Governors Island. Just a year later, he was
promoted to First Lieutenant and deck watch
officer on the USCGC Courageous, in Cape
Canaveral, Florida. He was then chosen to be
executive officer of the USCGC Shearwater in
Key West, Florida. In addition, he was made
the senior controller at the Pacific Area/Twelfth
USCG District Rescue Coordination Center.

From there, Al Bernard’s military career sky-
rocketed. He received command of his first
ship, the USCGC Nantucket, in Roosevelt
Roads, Puerto Rico. It should be noted that Al
is the first American of Puerto Rican descent
to command his own ship.

Due to his exceptional abilities, Commander
Bernard was relocated to Washington to serve
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his country at USCG Headquarters. He later
received command of another cutter, the
USCGC Citrus, which was homeported in
Coos Bay, OR. After finishing another produc-
tive tour, he was made chief, Cutter Manage-
ment Branch, Coast Guard Pacific Area in Ala-
meda, California.

While on duty in California, he was selected
to attend the U.S. Naval War College, where
he graduated with distinction, earning a Mas-
ter of Arts Degree in National Security and
Strategic Studies.

Upon graduation, Commander Bernard was
given his third command, the USCGC Deci-
sive in St. Petersburg, Florida; he later
crossdecked to the USCGC Resolute.

Most recently, he was selected in 1998 to
become the liaison officer to the House of
Representatives in Washington, where I can
personally attest he has served every man
and woman who wears the Coast Guard uni-
form with great distinction.

Over the course of his 24 years of service
to the United States, Commander Bernard has
demonstrated his versatility by serving bril-
liantly in both the military and legislative are-
nas. Al Bernard has been recognized for his
achievements with numerous awards, such as
the Bronze Star with ‘‘V’’ device for valor, the
Purple Heart, and Meritorious Service Medal
with an ‘‘O’’ device. He has also received
seven Coast Guard Commendation Medals
with ‘‘O’’ device, the Coast Guard Achieve-
ment Medal, the Combat Action Ribbon and
various other awards.

He was also selected as the 1989 recipient
of the U.S. Navy League’s Captain David Jar-
vis award for professional competence and in-
spirational leadership.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me
in congratulating Commander Al Bernard on
an illustrious military career. Likewise, we sa-
lute his wonderful wife, Ann, and their two chil-
dren, Jason and Bernadette, who made the
many sacrifices military families make in sup-
porting their husband and father all these
years. We wish Al the best of luck in all his
future endeavors, for he is truly a fine example
for all Americans.
f

56TH ANNIVERSAY OF D-DAY

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to take this

opportunity to bring to the attention of our col-
leagues that today, June 6th , marks the 56th
anniversary of the D-Day invasion, known as
Operation Overlord.

It was 56 years ago today that a miracle of
liberation began. On that morning, democ-
racy’s forces landed to end the enslavement
of Europe. This miracle took place on the
shores of Normandy, as 150,000 troops en-
gaged in the largest amphibious invasion in
history. Some historians have gone so far as
to acclaim the liberation effort as the greatest
military invasion in the history of mankind. Re-
gardless of the label placed on the invasion,
the D-Day invasion unarguably 2 represents a
noble effort to uphold democracy and free
mankind from the evils of oppression and tyr-
anny.

Operation Overlord did not represent the
selfish interests of one nation. Rather, it was

a humanitarian effort that required the unifica-
tion of soldiers from many nations. American,
British, French, and Canadian soldiers united
in a fight for freedom and liberation of not only
a nation but of a multicultural, diverse con-
tinent. Rallied by this universal goal, General
Dwight D. Eisenhower told his troops: ‘‘We will
accept nothing less that full victory.’’ Victory
for Eisenhower and the allied troops was not
just to win, it was to uphold and give back the
unalienable rights that Nazi tyranny stole from
the people.

The attainment of such a goal did not come
without sacrifice. 6,600 Americans were killed
and many more wounded.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that all Ameri-
cans should join in honoring the lives that
were sacrificed in that noble battle to facilitate
an environment in which oppression and tyr-
anny do not prevail.

Accordingly, I urge all of our colleagues to
join in paying tribute to this red letter day in
history.

f

TRIBUTE TO CATHERINE G. ANTON

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay special tribute to Cathy
Anton, the Executive Director of the Safety
Council of Western Massachusetts, who is
leaving the Pioneer Valley to accept a new po-
sition in Florida. For over 25 years, in both the
human resources and safety fields, she has
consistently worked to improve the quality of
life of others. As she begins the next chapter
of her life, I ask my colleagues to join me in
wishing her, her husband Dennis, and son
Geoffrey continued success.

The mission of the Safety Council is to edu-
cate and train people in business and the
community in the prevention of accident and
related losses, and to influence the formulation
and application of safety and health policies
and procedures in the region. Under the dedi-
cated leadership of Cathy Anton, the Safety
Council has done that and more. It has be-
come the region’s leading voice on health and
safety issues in the workplace.

Preventing unintentional injuries on the job
should be a top priority for all Americans.
Safety and health are serious issues that ef-
fect every person who goes to work each day.
In both the public and private sector, we have
a unique responsibility to raise awareness
about the importance of safety protection. With
millions of workers being injured or killed each
year, the need for increased education and
training cannot be minimized.

Mr. Speaker, during her tenure with the
Safety Council, Cathy Anton lead the effort to
make western Massachusetts a safer place to
live and work. She has made a real difference
on behalf of working men and women in
Springfield and its surrounding communities.
As she prepares for her next professional
challenge, I would like to express my personal
gratitude for all her efforts.

REMARKS OF SWEDISH PRIME
MINISTER GO

¨
RAN PERSSON AT

THE DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE
COMMEMORATION

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
May 4, Members of Congress joined with rep-
resentatives of the diplomatic corps, executive
and judicial branch officials and hundreds of
Holocaust survivors and their families to com-
memorate the Days of Remembrance in the
Great Rotunda of the United States Capitol.
The theme of this year’s commemoration was
‘‘The Holocaust and the New Century: The Im-
perative to Remember.’’

After more than half a century, Mr. Speaker,
we must still commemorate the horrors of the
Holocaust in order to honor the memory of
those victims of Hitler’s twisted tyranny. At the
same time, we must mark this catastrophe be-
cause mankind still has not learned the les-
sons of this horror, as evidenced most re-
cently by the mass killings in Kosovo.

Mr. Speaker, the keynote speaker at this im-
pressive event was His Excellency Go

¨
ran

Persson, Prime Minister of Sweden. The se-
lection of Prime Minister Persson was particu-
larly appropriate since he has led Sweden in
its commitment to furthering Holocaust edu-
cation and remembrance, both in Sweden and
internationally. Under his leadership, Sweden
hosted the 44-nation International Forum on
the Holocaust in Stockholm last January. In
his address at the closing session of the
Stockholm Forum the Prime Minister issued a
very appropriate call to remembrance: ‘‘It is
the end of the silence, and the beginning of a
new millennium . . . Although we have left the
century in which the Holocaust occurred, we
must continue to study it in all its dimensions,
at all times. We must add more pieces to the
puzzle, foster greater awareness of the
causes, acquire more knowledge about the
consequences.’’

Mr. Speaker, Prime Minister Persson has
had a distinguished political career in Sweden.
Since 1996, he has served as Prime Minister
and Chairman of the Swedish Social Demo-
cratic Party. He previously served as Minister
of Finance, Minister at the Ministry of Edu-
cation, a Member of the Riksdag (Parliament),
and a local government official in Katrineholm.
He is married to Annika Persson, and he has
two daughters.

Prime Minister Persson’s remarks at this
year’s Day of Remembrance ceremony were
moving and particularly meaningful. I ask that
Prime Minister Persson’s remarks be placed in
the RECORD, and I urge my colleagues to give
them thoughtful consideration.

DAY OF REMEMBRANCE OBSERVANCE, CAPITOL
ROTUNDA, WASHINGTON, MAY 4, 2000

Mr. Greenberg, Mr. Meed, Excellencies of
the Diplomatic Corps, Honourable Members
of the U.S. Congress, Holocaust Survivors.
Dear Friends: Today, we meet in the Capitol
Roumda, in the very heart of the American
democracy.

Here we meet to commemorate the victims
of the Holocaust and to honour survivors and
liberators.

We meet to demonstrate our strong com-
mitment to make the lessons of the past a
living exhortation for the future.
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Let me begin by telling you a story handed

down to posterity by a teacher in the ghetto
of Lodz.

A little boy, whose entire family had been
deported, was dawdling in the street, talking
loudly to himself. In one fist he clutched a
handful of small stones.

First he dropped three small stones. They
hit the ground with a faint sound, then two
more, followed by another three. Then the
little boy quickly closed his fist. In his lively
eyes the shiny black pupils stopped racing
for a moment. He said:

‘‘Nine brothers like these stones we were
once, all close together. Then came the first
deportation and three of the brothers didn’t
return, two were shot at the barbed wire
fence and three died of hunger. Can you
guess how many brother-stones are still left
in my hand?’’

As all children do, this boy played games
to help him understand the world around
him. Only his world was a world of incompre-
hensible evil. Only his was the world of the
Holocaust.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the Holocaust was
no accident of history. The systematic mur-
der of the Jews did not happen by chance.
Nor did the genocide of the Roma, the mass
murder of disabled persons or the persecu-
tion and murder of homosexuals, dissidents
and Jehovah’s Witnesses.

It occurred because people willed it,
planned it and carried it through. It occurred
because people made choices which allowed
it to happen. It occurred, not least, because
people remained silent. As the 21st century
dawns we must ask ourselves: Can we be sure
that the societies we build on today do not
house the very same mechanisms that made
the Holocaust possible?

Dear friends, the answer is no. We cannot
be sure. We have good reason to be fearful.
Look around you. Today, well-organized Nazi
groups form international networks where
they help each other to recruit and train new
members and learn how to exploit the weak-
nesses of democracies, how to use terror and
frighten witnesses.

Nazis and revisionists make full and effec-
tive use of the new information technology
to spread their lies, to sell white power
music and to reach potential new members
among young people in all parts of the world.
Even today, Nazis march in our streets, per-
secute, assault and murder people because of
their ethnic affiliation, sexual preferences or
beliefs. The risk we face, is that anti-demo-
cratic forces continue to gain support. The
danger lies in our failure to learn from his-
tory, in our failure to see the connections.

Ladies and Gentlemen, let me use the
words of a survivor, a well-known Swede, the
late Professor Jerzy Eihnorn, who passed
away less than a week ago. At the Stock-
holm Forum on the Holocaust in January he
said: ‘‘To remember the Holocaust is a frag-
ile defence but still the best one against the
development of Nazism in our countries—a
reminder of Nazism’s ruthless cruelty, a re-
minder that we must never lower our guard,
never accept Nazism as a necessary evil
within a democracy.’’

This was his message—a message for all of
us. He wanted us to take it with us. Because
then, he said: ‘‘our suffering has not been en-
tirely in vain. Then we and all those that did
not survive, will have contributed to a better
world for coming generations.’’ We have to
take this message.

We must fight Nazism, racism, anti-
semitism and xenophobia wherever and
whenever they rear their ugly heads. We
must fight them with the lessons of our past,
but also with our visions for tomorrow. It
will not be easy. But we have no other
choice.

The future is not sealed by fate, no more
than the bitter history of the past. It is our

actions today—the ones we take and the
ones we fail to take—that will shape the fu-
ture. It is you and I, all of us, united in de-
termination to remember, that are the only
guarantees we have against the recurrence of
an evil past.

Ladies and Gentlemen, there is good rea-
son to be fearful, but surely also to feel hope.
People want to know, people want to discuss
values and ideas, people want to take respon-
sibility and learn from history.

This is the encouraging conclusion we
draw from the national project initiated by
the Swedish Government in 1997—Living His-
tory. The idea was to spread knowledge
about the Holocaust to young people in Swe-
den, but also to generate an active dialogue
between generations on values in general.

To support parents, teachers and students
in this task we launched a number of
projects. One of these was a book entitled
Tell ye your children. The response to the
project in general and the book in particular
exceeded anything we could have dreamed of.
In every second Swedish home with school-
children you will find a copy of the book. It
was not just sent there. It was ordered by the
families who waned to have a base for the
important discussion on democratic and hu-
manistic values. I became convinced that
this positive experience was not unique to
Sweden.

In January 1998, I wrote to President Clin-
ton and Prime Minister Blair suggesting
international cooperation in this field. Little
did I then know that only one year later,
nine countries—in a network known as the
Task Force—would cooperate with such
countries as the Czech Republic, Latvia,
Lithuania, Argentina and several others in
liaison projects designed to remembrance,
education and research about the Holocaust.

As the new millennium dawned, and the
very first international high-level conference
was held, it didn’t deal with economics. Nor
did it deal with security and stability.

It dealt with fundamental values, with de-
mocracy and human dignity, with how to
confront the better memories of a horrifying
past in order to help shape better policies for
tomorrow’s world. It was the end of silence
and the beginning of a new millennium.

Next year we will meet in Stockholm
again. In response to an initiative of the
Nobel Laureate Eli Weisel, the Swedish Gov-
ernment will host an annual international
conference—a Stockholm Forum on Con-
science and Humanity.

We have to conduct ourselves to the ques-
tion of Elie Wiesel: ‘‘Will our past become
our children’s future?’’

We have to learn from the words of another
man who has devoted his life to teach about
the Holocaust in order to prevent future
genocides—professor Yehuda Bauer from
Israel and the Yad Vashem Institute. He
said:

‘‘I come from a people who gave the ten
commandments to the world. Time has come
to strengthen them by three additional ones,
which we ought to adopt and commit our-
selves to: thou shall not be a perpetrator;
thou shall not be a victim; and thou shall
never, but never, be a bystander.’’

Ladies and Gentlemen, today we are gath-
ered to remember.

Remember, because to forget would be to
betray those irreplaceable people who died
and those who survived. It would be to be-
tray the deeds or Raoul Wallenberg and all
the others who stood up for human dignity
and risked their own lives to save the lives of
others.

Remember, because to forget would be to
betray every single child who comes into
this world.

Let us therefore remember a little boy in
the ghetto of Lodz, and through him all the

others who were forced to endure the un-
thinkable.

Let us pick up the brother-stones, clasp
them firmly in our hands, and realise how
much we will need them on our journey
through a new century.

Let us carry them with us as a constant re-
minder and a challenge to never again allow
forces to grow that are capable of such evil.

Thank you.

f

COCOA BEACH 75TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DAVE WELDON
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000
Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, sev-

enty-five years ago this month a very special
place in American history was founded. That
special place is the town of Cocoa Beach,
Florida.

We all know that America was created out
of the spirit of frontierism. Bold men and
women shook off the shackles of oppression
and set forth to a new world of opportunity
and adventure. Today we all know about
Plymouth Rock and its significance in our na-
tion’s history.

America is still the land of frontier explorers
and furthering the promise of freedom and ad-
venture. I am proud to represent a town that
has been the Plymouth Rock to the stars,
Cocoa Beach.

Founded 75 years ago, what started out as
a small, agrarian town enjoyed a pleasant, but
sleepy existence. That solitude and quiet was
interrupted with the introduction of the U.S.
military’s ballistic missile program after World
War II.

Suddenly, Cocoa Beach became home for
many rocket engineers, scientists and their
families who came to Florida to help the
United States win the Cold War. That work
was only a small taste of the exciting future
which was to come.

Soon the United States found that it was in
our nation’s military and economic national in-
terests to have the capability to put people
and objects into orbit. NASA was created and
soon Cape Canaveral was selected to be the
prime location for NASA’s space launch activi-
ties. This resulted in Cocoa Beach’s coming of
age as a modern, thriving town on the cusp of
a new age in human history.

Through Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, Skylab,
Space Shuttle and International Space Station,
Cocoa Beach has been there through it all. Its
dynamic people striving to lead the next age
of exploration into the new frontier.

Many feel that without frontiers and bound-
aries to push against, America stops being
what America is all about. As long as we have
cities like Cocoa Beach leading the charge
into space, America’s promise of freedom will
continue into the stars.
f

JIM COLLINS: A HALF CENTURY
OF JOURNALISM

HON. STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000
Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise

to pay tribute to Jim Collins and his 50 years
in journalism.
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While Jim has been a journalist for a half

century, his interest and employment in news-
papers actually dates back to 1941, when he
began his career as a News-Herald delivery
boy. Jim wasn’t even a teenager yet, and the
paper cost 6 cents for twice-weekly delivery.
Jim went on to graduate from Willoughby
Union High School and Kent State University,
and returned to the News-Herald after receiv-
ing his degree in June 1950. By then, Jim had
shed the title of delivery boy and begun his
career as a cub reporter.

Mr. Speaker, I certainly don’t wish to draw
undue attention to Jim’s age, but I think it is
worth noting other important milestones of
1950 so folks have some perspective about
how long Jim has been a working journalist.
The same year Jim became a reporter, Pea-
nuts debuted, Alger Hiss was convicted, the
first telephone answering machine was in-
vented, Diner’s Club became the first credit
card, CBS began broadcasting in color, the
first leak-proof ballpoint pen was introduced by
PaperMate, Paul Harvey began broadcasting
nationally on radio, and Silly Putty was intro-
duced. Back then, it cost 3 cents to mail a let-
ter, gas was 20 cents a gallon, and the aver-
age income was about $3,200 a year. My
guess is Jim made less than this, however, as
journalists certainly don’t enter the field for
generous paychecks.

Jim stayed at the News-Herald until 1952,
when he was drafted for a two-year tour of
duty in the U.S. Army. After serving his coun-
try with honor, Jim returned to the field of jour-
nalism and eventually made it back to his
home, the News-Herald. Jim has worked tire-
lessly since then and quickly ascended to the
brass ring of newspaper management. He has
been editor of the News-Herald since 1967,
and has overseen its tremendous growth and
development.

Over the last 50 years, Jim has received
many prestigious awards for his writing, and
his weekly column is a must-read for anyone
who cares about what’s happening in the
news. He also is about the most prolific com-
mentary writer you’re likely to find, and has
made his mark by offering common-sense so-
lutions to state, local and national problems.
As great as Jim’s accomplishments are in
journalism, however, they pale in comparison
to what he has done for our local commu-
nities. As editor of the News-Herald, Jim has
had a constant presence in the communities
the paper covers, and has always been ac-
tively involved in civic and philanthropic activi-
ties. He is respected by all who know him.

Mr. Speaker, I feel honored to have known
Jim Collins all the years I’ve been a public
servant, and even a few before then. He is
one of the most kind, fair, humble and caring
men I’ve ever met. He is an exceptional jour-
nalist and an even better man. His word is his
honor. On behalf of the 19th Congressional
District of Ohio, I congratulate Jim Collins on
his 50 years in journalism, and wish him well
as he continues to devote his life to the pro-
fession he loves so dearly.

AIR FORCE MEMORIAL EXTENSION
ACT

HON. JAMES V. HANSEN
OF UTAH

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
introduce the Air Force Memorial Extension
Act. In December of 1993 the President
signed into law authorization for the Air Force
Memorial Foundation to establish an Air Force
Memorial in the District of Columbia or its en-
virons to honor the men and women who have
served in the United States Air Force. This
memorial was to comply with the provisions of
the Commemorative Works Act.

Among other things, the Commemorative
Works Act provides that the legislative author-
ity for the commemorative work will expire at
the end of the seven-year period beginning on
the date of the enactment of such authority,
unless a construction permit has been issued.
To date, no construction permit has been
issued. Due to unforeseen lawsuits, all work,
including the fund raising for the memorial was
put on hold for approximately 3 years. The
lawsuits have been settled and work is ready
to re-commence regarding the memorial. How-
ever, due to the delay and the 7–year require-
ment of the Commemorative Works Act, time
is about to run out. In fact, the authority will
expire on December 2 of this year unless
Congress passes a time extension.

With considerable work already accom-
plished and the lawsuits settled the memorial
needs to be completed. Thus, this bill would
extend authority to the Air Force Memorial
Foundation to complete the well-deserved me-
morial. The authority would extend until 2005
giving the Foundation the time to fulfill the final
construction and dedication of the Air Force
Memorial.
f

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY
COMMISSION ENHANCED EN-
FORCEMENT ACT OF 2000

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
introduce the ‘‘Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission Enhanced Enforcement Act of 2000’’,
a bill intended to improve consumer safety by
increasing compliance with existing require-
ments to report hazards when they are known.
The legislation would increase the civil and
criminal penalties that the CPSC can impose
upon firms that do not inform the Commission
when they have sold a product that could
pose a substantial hazard to consumers. The
legislation would also help make some product
recalls more effective.

The CPSC is the government agency that
makes sure cribs, toys, and other products in
your home are safe, and recalls them when
they’re not. The CPSC oversees the safety of
15,000 different kinds of consumer products.
Each year there are more than 29 million inju-
ries and about 22,000 deaths related to con-
sumer products.

Current law provides that if companies have
information that one of their products could

have a serious safety defect, they are required
to report that to the government. Unfortu-
nately, some compames are not obeying the
law. The CPSC estimates that in half of the
most serious cases they deal with, the com-
pany has failed to report injuries. Instead, the
information comes to the attention of the
agency from its own investigators, from con-
sumers, or tragically, from hospital emergency
room reports or death certificates.

When companies don’t report, dangerous
products that could have been recalled or
modified remain on store shelves. They con-
tinue to be sold and they stay in consumers’
homes where they can cause serious injury.

Some consumers pay a very high price for
a company’s failure to report.

For example, a 3-year-old girl died while
playing on her swing. Her grandfather was
cutting weeds in the yard using a weed trim-
mer with a replacement head that was made
with a metal chain. The end link broke off the
chain and it flew through the air as if it were
a piece of deadly shrapnel—travelling 240
miles an hour. It hit his granddaughter in the
temple, penetrated her skull and killed her.

The company didn’t tell the CPSC about this
death, nor did they tell the CPSC about the 40
other serious injuries from chains breaking.
The CPSC was forced to do its own investiga-
tion and recalled the product nationwide in
May.

Such failures to report result in tragic losses
of life and limb that are avoidable and prevent-
able if compliance with reporting were higher.

Under current law, the CPSC can fine com-
panies for violating the law, but the amount of
the fine is limited by statute to a level that
does not sufficiently deter violations. Under
current law, companies can face criminal pen-
alties for violating consumer product safety
laws, but they are only misdemeanors. Under
current law, in any recall, companies provide
a repair, replacement or refund for defective
products. In most cases, the CPSC can find a
good solution to the problem for consumers.
But in rare cases where the product is older
and has been on the market for many years,
the company sometimes elects a refund that is
much too small to even catch consumers’ at-
tention, so the dangerous product stays on the
market.

To remedy these deficiencies, the legislation
would: Eliminate the cap on civil penalties for
violations of product safety laws.

Under current law, the CPSC cannot assess
more than $1,650,000 for a related series of
violations against a company that knowingly
violates consumer product safety laws. The
legislation would eliminate this maximum civil
penalty. Many of the cases in which the Com-
mission seeks civil penalties involve very large
corporations that can easily absorb a $1.65
million fine. More substantial civil penalties
would provide a needed incentive for those
companies to notify CPSC of defective prod-
ucts so that the agency can take timely action
to protect consumers. Other agencies have
civil penalty authority with no ‘‘cap’’ on the
amount of the penalty for a related series of
violations, including the Federal Trade Com-
mission.

Increase the penalty for a ‘‘knowing and will-
ful’’ criminal violation of product safety laws
from a misdemeanor to a felony and eliminate
the requirement that the agency give notice to
the company that is criminally violating the
law.
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The legislation would increase the potential

criminal penalties for a ‘‘knowing and willful’’
violation of consumer product safety laws from
a misdemeanor (up to one year in prison) to
a felony (up to three years in prison). It would
also increase the maximum monetary criminal
penalty in accordance with existing criminal
laws. These heightened penalties are com-
mensurate with the seriousness of product
safety violations, which can result in death or
serious injury to children and families. Other
agencies have authority to seek substantial
(felony) criminal penalties for knowing and will-
ful violations of safety requirements, including
the Food and Drug Administration for prescrip-
tion drug marketing violations and the Depart-
ment of Transportation for the transportation of
hazardous materials.

The legislation would also eliminate the re-
quirement that the Commission give notice of
noncompliance before seeking a criminal pen-
alty for a violation of the Consumer Product
Safety Act. The notice requirement makes it
all but impossible to pursue a criminal penalty
for violations of the Act, even in the most seri-
ous cases. The threat of a criminal felony
prosecution would create an additional strong
incentive for companies to report product de-
fects to the Commission.

Give CPSC the authorily to overrule the
remedy chosen by a manufacturer for fixing a
defective product in a product recall when the
Commission determines that an alternative
would be in the public interest.

Under current law, a company with a defec-
tive product that is being recalled has the right
to select the remedy to be offered to the pub-
lic. The company can choose repair, replace-
ment, or refund ‘‘less a reasonable allowance
for use.’’

The legislation would continue to permit the
company to select the remedy in a product re-
call. However, the legislation would allow the
Commission to determine (after an opportunity
for a hearing) that the remedy selected by the
company is not in the public interest. The
Commission may then order the company to
carry out an alternative program that is in the
public interest.

Sometimes companies choose a remedy in
a recall that does not further public safety. For
example, if a manufacturer chooses to refund
‘‘less a reasonable allowance for use’’ the pur-
chase price of a product that has been on the
market for a long time, the amount due con-
sumers may be so small that there is no in-
centive for the consumer to take advantage of
the recall. This is especially true where the
hazardous product is still useful to the con-
sumer and the cost of replacement is substan-
tial. Companies may choose an insubstantial
refund even though people have been at risk
for a number of years, thousands of products
are still in use, and injuries are continuing to
occur. In this example, a refund would do little,
if anything, to stop consumers from using the
dangerous product and the public interest
would not be served.
f

HONORING THE LATE ERNESTO
ANTONIO PUENTE, JR.

HON. CARLOS A. ROMERO-BARCELO
´

OF PUERTO RICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday June 6, 2000
Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO

´
. Mr. Speaker, on

this occasion I express our sadness over the

death of Ernesto Antonio Puente, Jr., June 2,
2000, the man everyone around the world
knew as Tito Puente, the King of Mambo. His
achievements in pursuit of a higher musical
ground and his legendary flamboyant style
have left an indelible mark on our nation’s mu-
sical heritage.

To his fellow Puerto Rican-Americans, Tito
Puente was more than a legend, more than
just the Mambo King. He was a trailblazer in
the world of music, fusing Afro-Caribbean
rhythms with jazz, mambo, salsa. He created
an explosion of inspiration for entire genera-
tions of aspiring musicians and for generations
of youths who learned by watching that it was
possible to make something of yourself if you
worked hard.

In commemorating the late ‘‘timbalero,’’ Tito
Puente, I would also like to honor the count-
less other Puerto Ricans who have enriched
our nation’s diverse musical culture and those
Puerto Ricans who continue to rise on the
world stage.
f

IN HONOR OF THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MAKE-A-WISH
FOUNDATION

HON. FRANK R. WOLF
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I am proud today
to honor the 20th anniversary of the Make-A-
Wish Foundation, a non-profit organization
that fulfills the wishes of children fighting life-
threatening illnesses.

In 1980, a 7-year-old boy named Chris, from
Arizona, who was fighting leukemia wished to
be a police officer. Friends of Chris’s family
worked to fulfill his wish and in April that year,
Chris spent a day learning about being a po-
lice officer and was even sworn in as the first-
ever and only Honorary State Trooper in Ari-
zona history.

Shortly after Chris’s wish, the Make-A-Wish
Foundation was created to help bring happi-
ness to more children. From this humble start,
the Make-A-Wish Foundation has grown and
now has 80 chapters in the United States and
20 international affiliates. More than 80,000
children fighting life-threatening illnesses
worldwide have had their wishes fulfilled. Pop-
ular wishes include visiting Walt Disney theme
parks, getting home computer systems, taking
family vacations, and meeting celebrities.

Two months ago, one of my constituents
had his wish fulfilled by Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion of the Mid-Atlantic, Inc. Last year, 7-year-
old Ryan Davidson of Ashburn, VA, was diag-
nosed with a life-threatening illness. It was
devastating to him and his family.

When the Make-A-Wish Foundation asked
Ryan what his greatest wish was, it didn’t sur-
prise anyone that he wanted to meet NASCAR
driver Bobby Labonte. Ryan learned about
auto racing while playing video games and be-
came an instant fan. Of all the drivers,
Labonte is his favorite. On April 26, Ryan, his
father Kirby, his mother Amy and his sister
Mallory traveled to California where they vis-
ited a NASCAR racetrack, watched the action
close up and met Labonte. Ryan came home
with loads of memories and souvenirs, includ-
ing his favorite—an autographed collector’s
edition of Labonte’s car. Ryan’s wish was a

great success. ‘‘This is the best day of my
life,’’ he told his parents after meeting
Labonte.

The Make-A-Wish Foundation gives children
fighting life-threatening illnesses a positive
break from a world of doctors, hospitals and
medicine. I salute the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion’s volunteers and supporters who work to
make wishes come true not only in Virginia’s
10th Congressional District, but literally all
over the world. I invite those interested in
leavning more about the Foundation to contact
them at 1–800–722–9474 or on the Internet at
www.wish.org.
f

BETTI LIDSKY CELEBRATES 50
YEARS

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to congratulate Betti Lidsky on her fiftieth
birthday celebration.

Betti Lidsky is an exemplary woman who
personifies love and self sacrifice. As the
mother of three children who suffer from Reti-
nitis Pigmentosa, an eye degenerative disease
which may lead to blindness, she battles val-
iantly everyday to seek ways in which to in-
crease funding for finding a cure and save the
eyesight of her children and others like them.
A true heroine, she selflessly devotes her time
and energy to her family, to the national Foun-
dation Fighting Blindness where she serves as
a board member, and to the South Florida
community where she is highly admired and
respected.

Betti Lidsky is an advocate whose services
and kind spirit have touched the lives of many,
and on this very special occasion, I ask that
my colleagues join me in wishing Betti Lidsky
a very happy fiftieth birthday.
f

OLDER PEOPLE DO NOT NEED
CHAPERONES

HON. BARNEY FRANK
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
in the May issue of SeniorScope, the news-
paper published by the city of New Bedford
dealing with issues of particular importance to
older people, editor Rona Zable has an excel-
lent column. Ms. Zable effectively refutes
those who would interfere with the rights of
older people to make their own decisions, spe-
cifically in this case with regard to their choice
to gamble if they wish in legal establishments.
I have been struck by the degree to which
people who usually respect the rights of others
to make their own choices make an exception
for gambling, and for some reason, people
seem often ready to use a caricature of older
people as an excuse for this. Indeed, some
who believe that we should make a radical
change in the Social Security system and
have people be dependent on their stock picks
for retiring income draw an inexplicable line
against letting them go to a casino every so
often with some of that retirement income.
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As Rona Zable trenchantly asks, ‘‘are older

people perceived to be so witless, so gullible,
that we need to be protected from ourselves
lest we buy too many lottery tickets or play
bingo too often? . . . If Congress is really con-
cerned about senior citizens, they ought to do
something about the sky high cost of prescrip-
tion drugs. Because, chances are, we’re more
apt to blow the family inheritance at the drug-
store counter than we are at the casinos!’’

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Zable is exactly right and
I submit her very thoughtful essay here.

DO YOU NEED A CHAPERONE AT THE CASINO?

There are folks out there who are quite
concerned about you. They worry that one of
these days, you might gamble away your
kid’s inheritance.

‘‘Are Casinos Preying On Our Elders?’’ was
the headline of a recent story in the AARP
Bulletin. Noting the popularity of bingo
halls, lotteries and casinos, the article
asked, ‘‘Is it harmless entertainment? Or are
older Americans being targeted deliberately
by advertising and marketing efforts de-
signed to ensure that they keep pumping
large sums of money into the gambling in-
dustry.’’

The focus of the article was a study pub-
lished in the Law Journal of the University
of Illinois College of Law. The author stated
that older people are at greater risk than
others for problem gambling because of cir-
cumstances that make them vulnerable . . .
namely, loss of a spouse loneliness and bore-
dom. The study concluded that ‘‘the casino
industry targets its marketing to older peo-
ple because they are reliable spenders with
leisure time to visit casinos often.’’

Well, duh! Like—we didn’t know that?
Apparently, our legislators also believe

that seniors are more at risk than other age
groups for problem gambling. Timothy A.
Kelly, executive director of a commission ap-
pointed by Congress to examine the eco-
nomic impact of gambling, believes state and
federal lawmakers should consider halting
the expansion of gambling around the nation
pending further research. Kelly, whose Na-
tional Gambling Impact Study Commission
spent two years examining the issues, says,
‘‘We heard a lot of stories about elderly par-
ents gambling away the family inheritance.’’

Aw, come on, guys. Seriously—does any
SeniorScope reader know of any elderly par-
ent who gambled away the family inherit-
ance? (Maybe some younger folks have done
that, but not the old folks).

To me, this is one more instance of the
Dumbing Down of Senior Citizens. Are older
people perceived to be so witless, so gullible,
that we need to be protected from ourselves
lest we buy too many lottery tickets or play
Bingo too often? Do we need Big Brother to
watch over us at the blackjack tables and
slot machines?

If this sounds like I am some kind of a big-
time casino player, rest assured I am not. In
fact, I have never set foot in Foxwoods or
Mohegan Sun. But I defend the right of any-
one over age 21 to spend their money where
they please—be it a casino, bingo hall, sports
arena, vacation resort, ect. It so happens I
am a ‘‘shopping mall’’ person . . . and just as
some people enjoy the socialization and buf-
fets at Foxwoods, I enjoy the clearance sales
and food court at the Galleria Mall.

Nor would I like it one bit if the Senate ap-
pointed a Commission to limit the expansion
of malls to curtail shopping by senior citi-
zens. Or, for that matter, to limit the expan-
sion of restaurants because older Americans
are eating out too much and putting on
weight.

If Congress is really concerned about sen-
ior citizens, they ought to do something

about the sky high cost of prescription
drugs. Because, chances are, we’re more apt
to blow the family inheritance at the drug-
store counter than we are at the casinos!

f

IN TRIBUTE TO JACK EDWARD
TANNER

HON. JIM McDERMOTT
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor my friend, Jack Edward Tanner, for
his outstanding career as a federal judge and
his unwavering commitment to ensuring that
all Americans are treated fairly in our judicial
system. Judge Tanner has set a standard of
excellence that we all should aspire too. On
May 17, 1978, the Senate of the United States
did unanimously consent to the nomination of
Jack Edward Tanner to serve as United States
District Judge for the Eastern and Western
Districts of Washington. On June 2, 1978,
Jack E. Tanner took the oath of office admin-
istered by Marshall A. Neil, Chief Judge East-
ern District of Washington, in Tacoma, Wash-
ington. On this date, Judge Tanner has com-
pleted 22 years on the federal judiciary. We
salute him as one of this nation’s ‘‘Great Na-
tive Sons.’’

The path to the United States District Court
was paved with distinguished achievements.
As the son of Trixie and Ernie Tanner, Jack
and his two siblings, Erna and Bob, were
shielded from poverty, but not injustice. As
pioneers in the Northwest, the Tanner family
was often singled out and later called upon for
leadership. Like his father, young Jack ex-
celled in sports in grade school, junior high,
and at Stadium High School. For a sports ca-
reer, however, young Jack was born too soon,
in the mid-thirties the Major Leagues, for
which he was ably qualified, was not yet inte-
grated by Blacks.

After serving in the United States military in
one of its segregated, ‘‘Jim Crow’’ units, Jack
returned to the waterfront as a longshoreman,
while attending college at the University of
Puget Sound. Working on the docks in Com-
mencement Bay as a longshoreman provided
the foundation for Jack’s dedication to the
needs and concerns of blue-collar workers
and others. This perspective has never left
him and it is reflected in many of his federal
decisions.

The headlines of the Tacoma News Tribune
for Sunday, December 29, 1963 feature Taco-
ma’s Top Ten Stories and Personalities. It is
no wonder that a photo of Jack Tanner and
the controversial ‘‘Open Housing Referendum
No. 4’’ are prominent. Arguing for fair housing
in 1963 brought to Tacoma, and to Wash-
ington State, the nation’s struggle for equal
rights for all.

Jack challenged Washington State to ad-
dress de-facto segregation in schools and
housing. As local NAACP President and na-
tional NAACP board member, lawyer Tanner
believed that the direct action taken by the
student demonstrators in the South also would
be effective in the Northwest. With others, he
led a march against discriminatory housing in
the Tri-cities. This was done despite the wish-
es of some Blacks, who believed they would
be burdened rather than benefited. As a result

of Tanner’s urging, efforts undertaken in Se-
attle to de-segregate the public schools re-
sulted in the First non-court ordered desegre-
gation plan in the United States. Jack’s effec-
tive approach blended the best of the strate-
gies used by the NAACP and the student non-
violent protests.

John F. Kennedy, the President of the
United States, invited Jack to attend the White
House on two different occasions. In June,
1963, just after the assassination of Medgar
Evers, the nation was in crisis. Tanner as a
leader in the Northwest, worked closely with
his friend Senator Warren Magnuson, the
Chair of Senate Commerce Committee, to
help Kennedy’s famous 1964 Civil Rights Bill
get introduced. Equality in public accommoda-
tions, the core of the bill, opened the way for
later legislation on voting rights, fair housing
and employment.

Clarence Mitchell, Director of the Wash-
ington Bureau for the NAACP said it best, ‘‘It
is a fact that the passage of the Civil Rights
bill has come about because of the tremen-
dous and consistent work that you and others
have done to make it possible. It is true that
there have been some magnificent contribu-
tions by Senate leaders in this fight, but it was
also you and the people that you represented
who used your resources to make it possible
for us to get a successful vote. Therefore, I
wish to thank you and to let you know that this
is your time of triumph.’’

As Washington’s First African-American
member of the federal judiciary, controversy
did not elude Judge Tanner. Among the first
cases he decided, he drew sharp criticism: by
finding conditions at Walla Walla State Peni-
tentiary, as cruel and unusual punishment
(Hoptowit case); the unconstitutionality of the
1982 anti-busing initiative; and unequal pay for
women by the State of Washington, known
nationally as the Comparable Worth case. In
this landmark decision, Judge Tanner decided
that the state’s policy of paying lower salaries
in 14,000 jobs, held predominately by women,
than those paid in comparable jobs held by
men, ‘‘overwhelmingly constituted direct, overt,
and institutionalized discrimination.’’

In the midst of criticism, Judge Tanner con-
tinued to rule on cases, by doing what he be-
lieves is right, and not for personal gain or
popularity. But Father, he rules from the heart
and the law to improve the lives of others, es-
pecially those who have been historically
disenfranchised. We Thank you Judge Tanner
for Being our Shining Judicial Light.

On this day, June 6, 2000 and in celebration
of 22 years on the federal judiciary and for his
life-time achievements, I, JIM MCDERMOTT, as
United States Congressman from the Seventh
Congressional District, along with the entire
Washington delegation, ask that the Congres-
sional Record reflect, the ‘‘Triumph of this Na-
tive Son, the Honorable Jack E. Tanner, a
Tacoman, a Washingtonian and a True Amer-
ican.’’
f

FAIR LAWN LIONS CLUB
ANNIVERSARY

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000
Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Fair
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Lawn Lions Club which will be celebrated
June 9, 2000.

For 50 years this group has been an impor-
tant asset to local and statewide charities,
raising in excess of $750,000. Unlike many or-
ganizations, every dollar raised by the Fair
Lawn Lions Club is donated to charity.

The Fair Lawn Lions Club founded The Fair
Lawn Opportunity Center, a facility for men-
tally challenged adults. To this date, they re-
main its largest private contributor. In addition
to the Opportunity Center, the Fair Lawn Lions
also contribute to the Mental Health Center,
the Boy and Girl Scouts, the Ambulance
Corps, Fire Department, and several other
groups.

Furthermore, they financially support many
statewide services. Among these are the St.
Joseph’s School for the Blind and the Juvenile
Diabetes Foundation. I commend their fervent
dedication in assisting both the community
and the entire state of New Jersey.

Worldwide, The Lions Clubs International is
currently the largest service organization. They
operate in 180 countries, boasting 50,000
clubs and 2,000,000 members.

I am proud to recognize the services of
Charter Member and Past International Direc-
tor William McCormick and Past District Gov-
ernor Paul A. Meyer. I encourage the Fair
Lawn Lions Club to continue their cause. They
set a positive example for the community by
raising money for those in need and are sure
to remain a pillar of the community for the
next 50 years and beyond.

On this, their 50th anniversary, I am proud
to extend my congratulations to the Fair Lawn
Lions Club.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE MILTON V.
FREEMAN

HON. MARTIN FROST
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
note the passing of one of the truly out-
standing attorneys of the 20th century, Milton
V. Freeman.

Milton Freeman died on June 3 at the age
of 88 after a long and remarkable career. He
graduated from City College of New York in
1931 and received his law degree from Co-
lumbia University in 1934, serving on the law
review. Following his graduation from law
school, Milton Freeman spent the next 12
years as an attorney with the Securities and
Exchange Commission.

During his tenure at the SEC, Milton Free-
man wrote many of the regulations that imple-
mented the law that created the SEC, regula-
tions that are still in effect today. I once intro-
duced him at a meeting of my classmates at
Georgetown Law Center as a ‘‘famous author’’
and, in fact, he was just that. He was the au-
thor of SEC Rule 10b–5, the heart of the
SEC’s anti-fraud regulations dealing with in-
sider trading.

But Milton Freeman was much more than
just a pioneering SEC lawyer. For many years
he served as managing partner of Arnold and
Porter, one of the most prestigious law firms
in the nation. He also took time to defend peo-
ple accused under anti-communist laws at the
height of the McCarthy era, one of the darkest
periods in our history.

Milton Freeman was a warm, generous per-
son. He and his wife Phyllis befriended a
group of insecure first-year law students at
Georgetown who were friends of his daughter
Nancy, who was also attending Georgetown.
We spent a number of wonderful evenings at
their home, evenings which somehow made
the traumatic experience of the first months of
law school a little more bearable.

Another of Milton’s four children, Dan, also
became a lawyer and has served the U.S.
House of Representatives with great distinc-
tion for many years. Dan is currently Chief
Counsel and Parliamentarian for the House
Judiciary Committee, a position he has held
under both Democratic and Republican chair-
men.

Mr. Speaker, Milton Freeman was a good
husband and father and a great American. He
will be truly missed.

f

TRIBUTE TO SENIOR CHIEF PETTY
OFFICER JAMES HERBERT HOW-
ARD

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a distinguished American and dedicated
veteran who passed away on March 15, 2000.

James Herbert Howard enlisted in the
United States Navy on July 7, 1942 beginning
a period of thirty-six years of service to his be-
loved country. He was a veteran of World War
Il. He was catapulted off aircraft carriers,
transferred at sea and saw combat in the Sol-
omon Islands.

James Herbert Howard served aboard sev-
eral LSTS and was assigned to the U.S.S.
Teror until it was decommissioned in 1947.
Chief Howard served as a Quarter Master
aboard such distinguished Naval Ships as the
U.S.S. Ajax and the U.S.S. Ticonderoga. In
1972, Commander N.H. Kragseth wrote,
‘‘Chief Howard is a man of poise with an ex-
cellent military appearance . . . that he can
express his ideas and communicate his in-
structions. He is dedicated to the United
States Navy. He contributes to our retention,
advancement and organization and he is an
individual I would most want in my unit.’’

James Herbert Howard was a highly valu-
able asset to the United States Navy. He re-
ceived numerous commendations including
the Good Conduct Medal and Bronze Star on
July 1, 1945, January 20, 1960, and January
20, 1963. While Chief Howard might have
been frightened as a young man when he saw
combat, he believed there to be a greater fear,
a fear of a great nation losing freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to a wonderful man who lived
a life of purpose, who loved his country and
who believed in the United States of America
and that we extend our deepest sympathy to
his loving family.

TRIBUTE TO DR. RONALD UZELAC

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in tribute to
a truly outstanding citizen of Sacramento, Dr.
Ronald Uzelac. On June 8, 2000, he will be
retiring as Principal of Rio Americano High
School in Sacramento, California. As his
friends and co-workers gather to celebrate his
retirement, I ask all my colleagues to join with
me in saluting his remarkable career.

Dr. Uzelac attended California State Univer-
sity, Sacramento, where he received his B.A.
Degree and Teaching Credential. He contin-
ued his educational pursuits there and went
on to receive a Master’s Degree in Education
and his Administrative Credential.

Over the years, he has dedicated himself to
educating today’s youth. He has served as an
Elementary Vice Principal, Elementary Prin-
cipal, Junior High School Principal, and High
School Principal.

In these various educational posts, Dr.
Uzelac has accumulated a vast collection of
awards and citations. In 1983, he received the
Administrator of the Year, Secondary Level by
the Association of California School Adminis-
trators. He has been recognized with the
ACSA Silver Star Award (Region 3) for leader-
ship in developing a National Blue Ribbon
School in March of 1996. In addition, he was
the recipient of an Honorary Service Award
Administrator of the Year from the San Juan
PTA Council in April of 1996.

The list of accolades for Dr. Uzelac’s
schools is as extensive as his personal
awards. Some of these include the California
Distinguished Schools Award in 1988, 1990,
and 1994. Also, he received national recogni-
tion from the Department of Education as a
National Blue Ribbon School in 1996. Further
achievements include recognition as one of
Redbook’s ‘‘American Best Schools’’ in 1996.
His was one of only five California schools
recognized for overall excellence.

In an effort to improve his schools, Dr.
Uzelac has implemented programs to ensure
their continued success. One such program is
CIVITAS: a Political Studies Academy with re-
structured curriculum aligned with school-to-
career emphasis. This has been in place since
1994.

Over the years, Dr. Uzelac has been recog-
nized by California State Senator Patrick
Johnston, former California State Senator
Leroy Greene, and myself for his tremendous
leadership and dedication to the youth of Sac-
ramento. He is a very valuable member of our
community.

Mr. Speaker, as Dr. Uzelac’s friends and co-
workers gather to celebrate his retirement, I
am honored to pay tribute to one of Sac-
ramento’s most outstanding citizens. Dr.
Uzelac’s contributions to Sacramento and
California have indeed been commendable. I
ask all of my colleagues to join with me in
wishing him and his family continued success
in all their future endeavors.
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IN HONOR OF MARY KAY KOSA

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an absolutely elegant woman.
Mary Kay Kosa has been an educator and
school administrator in the Monroe Public
Schools for the past 50 years. She is also a
dedicated volunteer, community activist and
public servant who is the epitome of an in-
volved and caring citizen. Mary Kay is admired
by all and commands my highest respect and
admiration as well. Mary Kay has decided to
retire from her career in education where she
currently serves as the principal of two Mon-
roe elementary schools. She will undoubtedly
be missed by the Monroe Public School Sys-
tem, but I take some measure of comfort in
knowing that Mary Kay’s kind and giving na-
ture will make it impossible for her to also re-
tire from her community activism.

Always independent and feisty, Mary Kay
does not take no for an answer and will al-
ways fight for what is right. In the 1950’s,
Mary Kay stood up to the paranoia and cen-
sorship created by McCarthyism, she contin-
ued to teach her students the truth about the
world and withstood fervent attempts to stop
her. A champion of the poor, underprivileged
and challenged, Mary Kay used her tremen-
dous compassion and energy to serve as an
effective advocate for those who are in need
and less fortunate.

While always dedicated to first educating
Monroe’s children, Mary Kay has also man-
aged to serve as a member and chair of sev-
eral boards and commissions. The Huron Val-
ley Girl Scout Council, Monroe Historic Dis-
tricts Committee, Child and Family Services
Board, Monroe County Mental Health Board,
Monroe Housing Commission, Monroe County
United Way Board of Directors, Monroe City
Planning Commission, Salvation Army Advi-
sory Council, The Art Lebow Community Cen-
ter, Monroe County Opportunity Program, and
the American Association of University
Women have all benefited from Mary Kay’s
leadership and involvement.

A proud and active member of the Michigan
Education Association, Mary Kay has used her
activism, involvement and leadership to make
public education better for our children. She
has also utilized her talents to create a better
situation for generations of public school
teachers.

Mary Kay has been married to Edward Kosa
for 41 years. Their loving relationship speaks
volumes about the outstanding character of
this wonderful woman and her terrific family.
Mary Kay remains a valuable advisor, con-

fidant and friend. She has touched the lives of
everyone in Monroe County in a meaningful
and substantial way and the community will be
ever grateful for her dedication and good
deeds.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask my colleagues to
rise with me in tribute to a fine educator and
public servant, Mary Kay Kosa.
f

IN HONOR OF REVEREND JOHN P.
SCHLEGEL

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday June 6, 2000
Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-

ute to Reverend John P. Schlegel, S.J., for his
9 remarkable years as President of the Uni-
versity of San Francisco. Father Schlegel has
been honored with the position of President of
Creighton University. His many friends in the
San Francisco Bay Area bid him farewell with
mixed emotions—happy for his personal suc-
cess, sad that he is leaving, and forever grate-
ful for his many accomplishments as President
of the University of San Francisco.

Father Schlegel brought with him to San
Francisco strong academic credentials. He
holds B.A. and M.A. degrees from Saint Louis
University, a B.D. degree in Theology from the
University of London, and a Doctorate in Inter-
national Relations from Oxford University. He
entered the Wisconsin Province of the Society
of Jesus in 1963 and was ordained in 1973.

He also brought a record of strong leader-
ship. John began his academic career as a
lecturer at Creighton University in 1969. He
joined Creighton’s faculty in the Political
Science department in 1976 and also served
as Assistant Academic Vice President from
1978–1982. John went on to serve as Aca-
demic Dean and Dean of Arts and Sciences at
Rockhurst College, as Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Marquette University,
and as the Executive and Academic Vice-
President at John Carrol University in Cleve-
land.

Father Schlegel continued that record of
service and leadership while in San Francisco.
John serves on the Boards of Trustees of Loy-
ola University in Chicago and of Xavier Uni-
versity in Cincinnati. He is the Chair of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Commonwealth Club
of California, a director of the American Inter-
national School of Hong Kong, and a member
of the Advisory Council at the California Acad-
emy of Sciences. John also serves on the
Board of Directors of the Coro Foundation and
the Association of Catholic Colleges and Uni-
versities, and on the Executive Committees of
the Western College Association and the As-
sociation of Independent California Colleges
and Universities.

At the University of San Francisco, John
has had remarkable success. Thanks to his
leadership, the caliber of the faculty and stu-
dents has risen, the facilities have been up-
graded, and the endowment has grown enor-
mously. At the same time, the Jesuit mission
of the University has been advanced.

We are grateful to Father John Schlegel for
all that he has done for the University of San
Francisco and for the entire Bay Area. We will
miss him greatly but know that it is Creighton
University’s turn to benefit from his wisdom
and vision. As we glory in his triumphant re-
turn home, we hope that he will visit San
Francisco often. I join my constituents in wish-
ing him the very best.

f

RECOGNIZING CHUCK BLASKO OF
THE VOGUES

HON. RON KLINK
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. KLINK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize a musical legend, Chuck Blasko of The
Vogues. A native of Turtle Creek, PA, and a
resident of my congressional district, Mr.
Blasko celebrates the 35th year of the music
group this year. In 1965 he created the vocal
group, and is the only original member still
touring and performing.

During the 1960s and 1970s, the Vogues
recorded 16 hits on the top 40 charts, includ-
ing 9 in the top 20. Some of their best-known
hits include ‘‘Turn Around, Look At Me’’ and
‘‘Five O’Clock World.’’ Few groups have ri-
valed the success of the Vogues in placing so
many songs on the top 40 charts.

Led by Mr. Blasko, their harmonic vocals
continue to attract fans to sellout concerts and
club appearances. With his outstanding talent
and love of performing, the Vogues is an en-
during fixture on the music scene and one of
the world’s top concert acts. Mr. Blasko has
been immortalized by the Vocal Music Hall of
Fame where fans can see photos of the group
and a set of his stage clothes.

Despite his tremendous success, Mr. Blasko
and his family continue to make western
Pennsylvania their home. As an avid fan of
The Vogues, I am truly honored to have this
opportunity to acknowledge not only a fine
musician but a man who cares about his com-
munity.

Once again, I urge my colleagues to rise
and recognize Mr. Blasko on his 35th anniver-
sary in the music industry. His commitment to
his family and to his music represent the finest
qualities of the people of the Fourth Congres-
sional District.
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